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PREFACE. 



The noblest shrine reared for the eternal Jehovah 
is unworthy of him, unless fequented by devout 
worshippers. Living stones alone compose the true 
spiritual temple, and the united prayers of fervent 
hearts are the " golden vials full of odours " (Eev. 
V. 8) whose '. fragrance reaches the skies. Any 
attempt, therefore, to enforce the sanctity of the 
house of God, or to render its solemnities more 
worthy and becoming, must enlist the sympathies of 
the entire church of Christ To promote this end 
the following pages are written; and, with deepest 
reverence of soul, are dedicated to the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, the one God of our 
salvation, to whom be glory in the church for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE HOLY PLACE. 



** ! dear to me the winged hour. 

Spent in thy hallowed court ; O Lord, 
To feel devotion's soothing power ; 
And catch the manna of thy word.'' 



The sanctuary! What tender/and solemn associa- 
tions cluster around it ! * Of *aU spots, on this side 
heaven, it is, to the Christian^ the most sacred. 
Whether viewing it in the light of its duties, or its 
privileges, adopting the language of the patriarch, he 
exclaims, "How dreadful is this place! this is none 
other but the house of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven." (Gen. xxv^i 17.) 

Amazing is the condescension of Jehovah that he 
will in very deed dwell with men upon the earth. 
When we think of his infinitely ^latvB>3A T^a^xisft* — 
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his transcendent moral excellence — of the exalted 
homage he receives from all the pure spirits of the 
universe, we may well ask, " What is man that thou 
art mindful of him, or the son of man that thou 
visitest him 1 " (Psa. viii 4.) The Lord of heaven 
has, however, vouchsafed to erect a temple in our 
world, in which he has promised to meet his worship- 
ping creatures, and to grant them the communications 
of his grace. Stooping from his majestic throne in 
the " high and holy place," he hears the sighing of 
the prisoner, listens to the confessions of the penitent, 
and regards the supplication of the "humble and 
contrite ones" (Isa. IviL 15) ; yea, the services of the 
sanctuary are like so many telegraphic wires, on 
which, with wings of spiritual electricity, the prayers 
of the church fly to heaven, and answ.ers of peace 
are transmitted to each devout heart. 

It is the glory of England that she is pre-eminently 
the land of Christian sanctuaries ; embosomed in 
her peaceful hamlets and villages, sublimely pro- 
minent amidst the din and smoke of her mighty 
cities, they stand "beautiful for situation; the joy 
of the whole earth." (Psa. xlviii 2.) It is our 
privilege to live under the shadow of the house of 
prayer — Grod is not very far from any of us — the 
word is nigh unto us — ^the manna falls at our thres- 
holds, and the gates of a thousand temples, like the 
heaven to which they lead, are open wide to admit 
the guilty and the sad. Without doubt our beloved 
country has risen to her present exalted position, by 



THE HOLY PLACE. 3 

the force of her living Christianity; she is safe, 
happy, and free, because the ark of the Lord is in 
her midst, whilst truth and piety, like the glorious 
cherubim of old, overshadow her with their wings. 
Nor should it be forgotten, that the facility for 
Christian worship entails a very solemn responsibility 
upon our countrymen. How the Judge of all the 
earth will deal with those who never heard the glad 
tidings of salvation, may, perhaps, be disputed ; but 
no shadow of doubt can exist; that the inhabitants 
of a land flooded with gospel light, will have to 
render a solemn account at the judgment-bar of 
Christ, and fearful indeed will be the condemnation 
of those, who refuse the voice that speaks as it were 
from heaven, and, loving darkness rather than light, 
die impenitent, with the grace of God so near them. 
Stript of every excuse, their faces crimsoned with 
the uprisings of " everlasting shame and contempt," 
the bitter confession will be extorted from them, 
" Just and holy God, we come, not from the land of 
the heathen who bow down to stocks of wood and 
stone, we come from Christian England — the land of 
Bibles, the country of Sabbaths, where thou wast 
known, feared, and loved; but we violated thy holy 
day ; though thy house was near at hand, we refused 
to enter it, or visited it only to spend an idle hour, 
and to lay on thine altar the mockery of a heartless 
sacrifice. Oh ! fools that we were, we hated instruc- 
tion and despised reproof" That we may be spared 
these awfiil recriminations, may \.\i'b T^vraka %si\£^ 
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impress us with, a becoming reverence for the 
sanctuary, and open our hearts for the earnest, loving 
reception of his holy word; for ^^ how shall we escape 
if we neglect so great salvation,^* (Heb. ii. 3.) 

Under the Old Testament economy the temple 
was most sacred to the pious Jew ; built with no 
sparing hand, costly in its cedar and gold, and 
enshrining, as it did, the visible symbol of the Divine 
presence ; it was regarded by the entire nation with 
peculiar veneration. The appointed Levitical feast 
aud festivals were punctually and joyfully solem- 
nized ; its periodical sacrifices conscientiously offered ; 
three times every year did the holy tribes repair to 
Jerusalem, in obedience to the will of the Lord God 
of Israel. We have no such temple as that which 
crowned the heights of Zion ; neither so costly in 
its materials, nor so gorgeous in its architectural 
execution; our sanctuaries are less magnificent, our 
services more simple; hut shall there he less reverence? 
Was it not the presence of Jesus, in the latter temple, 
that invested it with a glory far surpassing that of 
the former ? . And is not that presence in his church 
nowl K we cannot boast the glorious Shekinah, 
have we not, in our midst, the Holy Spirit as an 
enlightSner, comforter, and teacher, which is much 
better % And though we present no smoking obla- 
tions, is not our great sacrifice, by which Jesus has 
for ever perfected them that are sanctified, incon- 
ceivably dearer to the eternal Father? The l^&w 
Testament church, with Christ walking in the midst 
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of its golden candlesticks, and the Spirit shedding 
around his gracious influences, claims a sanctity 
which the temple of Solomon, in all its glory, never 
possessed, though fire from heaven consumed its 
sacrifices, and angels' feet consecrated its courts. 
The presence of Jesus constitutes the churcKs true 
glory J and is the ground of that reverence with which 
his hov^e should inspire us. It is his dwelling-place 
who is the first-begotten of the Father, the bright- 
ness of all glory, and the "express image of his 
person " (Heb. L 2), " who was, and is, and is to 
come.'* (Eev. L 8.) Christian worshipper! when 
engaged in the services of the sanctuary, thou hast 
greater reason than Moses to put off thy shoes, for 
the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. 
The Father is there in all his radiant glories, the Son 
is there "exalted a Prince and a Saviour," the 
blessed Spirit is there diffusing his sweet and 
gracious influences; the glorious Trinity in unity 
have taken their abode there, and, by a consecration 
the most holy, have made it the outer court of the 
temple on high. 

It is an interesting fact that Jehovah has been 
pleased to mark the public means of grace with his 
special approbation. " The Lord loveth ^(^ gates of 
Zion MORE than all the dwellings of Jacob." (Psa. 
Ixxxvii. 2.) Without any disparagement of private 
devotion, it may be asserted that the worship of Grod, 
in his house, is a special duty, and secures a marked 
aiid peculiar benediction; whilst the neglect of \k 
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involves his highest displeasure. " It shall be that 
whoso will not come up, of all the families of the 
earth, unto Jerusalem, to worship the King, the 
Lord of hosts, even upon them shall he no rain,** 
(Zech. xiv. 17.) Private worship relates to the 
individual and the family, and certainly has its 
reward; our Father in heaven hears and answers the 
prayers which rise from the domestic altar, and 
doubtlessly, angels pause in their missions of mercy, 
and hover awhile over those households that " pay 
their night and morning vows; " but public worship 
has to do with the nation, the country, and the 
world at large; without it mankind would be in 
danger of forgetting God altogether. The act of 
public worship is at once the most reasonable and 
holy, in which we can be engaged. Created by 
God-— daily sustained by him in being— dependent 
on his bounty for our mercies, in nothing do we so 
glorify our Maker, or honour ourselves, as in ap- 
proaching him in the exercise of prayer and praise. 
The idea of worship would seem to be wrought into 
our very natures ; for, however false that worship 
may be, we see it universally extant in the world — 
there being scarcely a tribe or people who do not 
recognise some divinity, and offer to it some kind of 
homage. An assemblage of Christian persons, con- 
vened for the worship of the one living and true 
Grod, is always an interesting sight With simplicity 
of purpose, and unity of heart and voice, they honour 
him « in whose hand their breath is," and render 
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most worthy praise to him, who satisfies their re- 
turning wants and protects them with his infinite 
ahnighty wing. 

The house of Grod is the scene of Divine mani- 
festations. In all ages of the church it has been 
so. Grand, indeed, was the vision which the prophet 
Isaiah beheld within its precincts. Seraphim with 
covering wings overshadowed its majestic throne, 
upon which sat the "Lord high and lifted up," 
clouds of incense ascended in columns of rich per- 
fume, whilst every post and pillar shook at the 
awfiil voice : — " Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
Hosts ; the whole earth is fiill of his glory." Well 
might the prophet, beholding such a display of the 
divine effulgence, exclaim, "Woe is me ! for I am 
undone, because I am a man of unclean lips, for 
mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.'' 
(Isa. VL 5,) Scarcely less imposing was the view 
which the seer of Patmos had when, in the spirit 
on the Lord's day, he gazed on the "Alpha and 
Omega, the first and the last." Arrayed in the 
sacerdotal robe down to his feet, girt about with 
the golden girdle — emblem of his mighty strength ; 
veneration and authority conspicuous in his hair, 
white as snow ; omniscience darting from his flaming 
eyes, — ^with brazen feet to trample down the ene- 
mies of his church, and voice loud as old Ocean 
lashed into a thousand storms, together with a coun- 
tenance "as the sun shining in his strength," — ^who 
of mortals could endure the sight and Xkat "^sik 
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at his feet as dead?" (Eev. i 17.) Whenever 
Jehovah has condescended to speak with man, he 
has done so under circumstances calculated to excite 
his profoundest awe; yea, the spot on which he 
meets with his creatures derives a sacredness on 
that very account. When he spoke to Abraham, 
" Lo, a horror of great darkness fell upon him." 
Sinai burned and flowed down at his presence. 
Wind, earthquake, and fire were the heralds that 
announced his coming to Elijah; and when in later 
days the Spirit was poured out at Pentecost, " sud- 
denly there came a sound from heaven as of a rush- 
ing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where 
they were sitting." (Acts ii 2.) Now, whilst it is 
proper to admit that the Gospel dispensation is one 
of mildness and mercy in contrast to the terror 
and justice of the law, yet is its worship, thereforey 
to he less reverent ? Is God's voice to be less 
respected, his house to be less honoured? The 
apostle draws the opposite conclusion, — "Ye are 
come unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innu- 
merable company of angels, to the general assembly 
and church of the firstborn, which are written in 
heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus 
the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood 
of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that 
of AbeL See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. 
For if they escaped not who refused him that spake 
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on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn 
away from him that speaketh from heaven." (Heb. 
xii 22—25.) 

JN'or should it be forgotten that attachment to the 
sanctuary has been a distinguishing feature of the 
people of God in every age of the church. How 
ardently did the Psalmist love her gates ; yea, he 
took pleasure in her stones, and favoured the dust 
thereof! How plaintively did Nehemiah mourn 
over the desolations of the house in which his 
fathers had worshipped. Never was there a real 
Christian that did not love the " holy place of the 
tabernacles of the Most High." It is the blessed 
privilege of the children of God to regard the sanc- 
tuary as their spiritual home — ^where their Father 
dwells, and their brethren meet and mingle. Surely, 
then, that heart cannot be right which regards it 
with indifTefence, much less aversion. There must 
be a want of that filial love, which is the essence of 
true piety, when Jerusalem is not preferred above 
our chief joy. "Where love to Grod exists, there will 
be a corresponding love to his house. Welcome 
will be the day of rest — sweet the chime of Sab- 
bath bells ; with willing feet we shall accompany 
the sacred tribes to keep holy day, and, finding a re- 
sponsive echo in the heart, the experience of Israel's 
royal singer will be ours, — "A day in thy courts 
is better than a thousand. I would rather be a 
door-keeper in the house of my God, than dwell in 
the tents of wickedness." (Psa. Ixxxiv. 10.) 
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K we should love the spot where the gladdest 
tidings that sinners ever heard are proclaimed, then 
none will be holier to us than the Christian temple. 
There stands the ambassador of Heaven declaring 
the love of God to an apostate world, unfolding the 
rich provisions of grace contained in the gospel of 
his Son. He declares the exceeding sinfulness of 
sin, but points to a " fountain filled with blood," 
where aU its stains may be washed away ; with a 
heart yearning for souk, and lips touched as with a 
live coal from the altar, he speaks of the love of 
Jesus, so vast ! so sovereign ! so free ! His one, 
simple, glorious message is — " Behold the Lamb of 
Ood, that taJceth away the sin of the world I '^ 
(John i. 29.) The sanctuary is the true Bethel 
where that mystic ladder is seen whose base rests 
on the earth, whilst its top is lost in the sunlight of 
the skies — ^the "angels of God ascending and de- 
scending on it." (G^n. xxviii 12.) Heaven and 
hell, life, death, and eternity assume a significance 
in the house of God which we fail to realize else- 
where. It is the point of contact between eternity 
and time, between heaven and earth, where man's 
great destinies are revealed and enforced, — ^where 
"life and immortality are brought to light by the 
gospel." (2 Tim. i 10.) To regard with indiffer- 
ence such a spot betokens an earthliness of mind 
truly lamentable. The house of God is that place 
where the mind finds repose and satisfaction. 
Thither the sorrowful repair, and plucking a leaf 
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from the tree of life lay it upon their broken, bleed- 
ing hearts. Here also gather the anxious merchant^ 
the industrious tradesman, together with the weary 
sons of toil, and, forgetting for a time the whirl and 
exhaustion of business, are led by the Divine Spirit 
into the green pastures and beside the still waters : 
" The rich and poor meet together, the Lord is the 
maker of them all." (Prov. xxii. 2.) 

Considerations such as these, if prayerfully pon- 
dered, cannot fail, under the blessing of Grod, to 
excite within us a profound veneration for the sanc- 
tuary ; and to impress us deeply with the great 
importance of spiritual preparation for that place 
where the thrice holy GOD is to be met and wor- 
shipped. The spot being thus holy, the service 
thus sacred, and the associations connected with it so 
momentous, instead of lightly entering upon its 
duties we should " draw near with a true heart, in 
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed as 
with pure water." (Heb. x. 22.) Did we expect 
to be honoured with an introduction to earthly 
sovereignty, how sedulous would be our preparation ; 
but, alas ! we make little or none when granted ,an 
audience with the King of kings, and rushing into 
his presence as the unthinking horse into the battle, 
with hearts untuned and minds distracted, the word 
of God falls heavy and dull upon the ear, seldom 
finding its loay to the heart. 

Dear reader ! do you mourn over a cold heart in 
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the services of the sanctuaiy 1 May not the secret 
be in a low estimate of its sanctity, and in the 
neglect of that salutary preparation which a full 
sense of its hallowedness would impart 1 Were 
your prayers of preparation like those of Daniel, 
who can tell but that the minister of the sanctuary 
would be another Gabriel sent to teach you ? 
Were they devout and earnest, like those of Corne- 
lius, who knows but he might become another Peter 
revealing him who is a light to lighten the gentiles, 
and the glory of his people Israel ? A just view of 
the sanctity of God*s house, together with a holy 
preparation of heart for its services, would enable 
you to adopt the language of David, " How amiable 
are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts ! my soul long- 
eth, yea, even feinteth, for the courts of the Lord ; 
my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living 
God." (Psa. Ixxxiv. 1, 2.) 

The public worship of God in his temple is the 
most sacred duty in which his creatures can be 
employed; nor should the name of Jehovah be pro- 
nounced but with the profoundest awe. Higher 
than the starry firmament, our loftiest thought cannot 
reach half-way to his throne ; infinite in all his per- 
fections and attributes, between him and us there 
is an immense gulf ; receiving the homage of spirits 
far more exalted than man, who adore him with 
ceaseless, holy worship, how insulting must it be to 
his nature to behold a mere formal heartless worship. 
Come to his footstool we may, yea, we are invited 
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and encouraged to do so; hut come reverently we 
must ; and i^ at the last grand assize, there be any 
palliation of human guilt, his shall be accounted less 
who assumed not the attitude of devotion, than the 
aggravated iniquity of those who " drew near to God 
with their lips, and honoured him with their mouths, 
when their hearts were far from him." (Matt. xv. 8.) 
The temple of God is open for all; but oh! better 
far to pass it by, than to enter, only to mock the 
Almighty with an irreverent, profane worship, for, 
over its portico, luminous, in letters of flame, written 
as with the finger of the Great Eternal, are inscribed 
the awful words : "God is greatly to be feared in 

THE assembly OF THE SAINTS, AND TO BE HAD IN 
REVERENCE OF ALL THEM THAT ARE ABOUT HIM." 

(Psa. Ixxxix. 7.) 



u 



CHAPTER II 

THE ASSEMBLED CONGREGATION. 



"Hither from Jadah's utmost bound 
The heaven- protected tribes ascend; 

Their oflferings hither bring ; 
Here, eager to attest their joy 
In hymns of praise their tongues employ, 
And hail th' immortal King.' 



» 



Few earthly sights axe so imposing as a large 
assemblage of persons; a secret mysterious electricity 
seems to thriU through each, until the vast multitude 
becomes as the throbbing heart of one man. Espe- 
cially is it so when convened for the worship of God, 
for, in addition to those natural sympathies with 
which we influence each other, the Holy Spirit 
would appear to be especially present, and to honour 
the church with his peculiar manifestations — all 
distinctions arising from education, position, or 
wealth, merge into one gre^t fact, of creatures in the 
presence of their Maker! Unquestionably nothing 
chills devotion more than a meagre attendance upon 
the msans of grace. It is like a hand of ice round 
the heart of piety, causing it to beat coldly and 
aldwly, if not paralyzing it altogether. 
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There is a comeliness and a beauty about a 
congregation of earnest Christians, all in their proper 
plaxje, at the right time, of which every observer 
must have been conscious. Eising in the sanctuary 
as the messenger of heaven, the pastor gazes with 
complacency upon his gathered flock, each one 
seeming to say, " We are all here present before Grod, 
to hear all the words commanded thee of God." 
(Acts X. 33.) 

In all the sanctuaries of our land, prayer and 
praise occupy the early part of the time allotted to 
the public service of Grod. Whatever section of 
the church it may be, its first offerings are presented 
to him who is Zion's Lord and King. 

It is, however, much to be lamented that numbers 
of professing Christians never think of entering the 
house of Gk)d, until this portion of the service is 
either partly finished, or actually concluded. It 
cannot, therefore, be too solemnly impressed upon the 
church of Christ that, strictly speaking, devotion only 
is worship — even the reading of the holy Scriptures, 
and certainly the accustomed sermon are not to be 
regarded as such — ^they fall rather under the category 
oi instruction. Hence those who neglect the early 
prayers of the sanctuary, may indeed attend at the 
temple, but they do not worship ; and what higher 
indignity can be imagined, than to honour only that 
part of the service which pertains to ourselves, and 
to evade that which relates directly to JehovaL 

To secure the Divine approval, a church must he. 
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imhiied with the spirit of prayer and supplication 
— ^it must be a devout, earnest, wrestling church; 
and where this spirit exists, the hour of prayer will 
be eagerly anticipated, and when it arrives our seat 
will be occupied in the midst of the great congrega- 
tion : we shall feel it " good for us to draw near to 
God." (Psa Ixxiii 28.) 

It is, alas ! too evident that the devotional ser- 
vices of the sanctuary are not sufficiently valued. 
The discourse of the preacher is the supreme object 
of attraction, and his eloquence will command and 
captivate multitudes who have no desire for com- 
munion with God and heaven. Far from being 
insensible to the power of the pulpit, we recognise 
its glorious mission, and regard it as the most holy 
and effective instrumentality for the conversion of 
mankind ; but we maintain that when the pulpit is 
prized above the altar, when the preacher is wor- 
shipped rather than Ood, the ministry is put in its 
WRONG PLACE, and grievous dishonour done to 
Jehovah, 

The church of Christ is strong only as she has 
power with God in prayer, and to be strong, her 
prayers must be united, and to be united, all her 
members must be present and join in the supplica- 
tions. Where such is the case, the church will be 
no longer like Samson shorn of his locks ; but put- 
ting forth the impulses of a new life, she will arise, 
shake herself from the dust, and " look forth as the 
morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and 
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terrible as an army with banners." (Song of SoL 
vL 10.) 

A congregation thus penetrated with the import- 
ance of prayer, and thus assembled to present it to 
the throne of the heavenly grace, exhibits most 
strikingly the beauty of order. This is heaven's 
first law ; it is also the church's beauty, and wor- 
ship destitute of this feature cannot be pleasing to 
our Maker. All the works of the Creator are cha- 
racterised by order. With matchless precision yon 
planets revolve- round their central sun, oceans rise 
and fall, and rivers flow, in obedience to this all- 
pervading law. The seasons, too, follow in grand 
and glorious march ; Spring knows her mission, and 
coming at the appointed time, with her warm hand, 
opens all her tender buds. Summer lags not be- 
hind, but sheddeth her golden sunlight over the 
earth, bringing days without a cloud, and nights 
without darkness. Autumn forgets not to drop her 
sere leaf and ripened fruits ; whilst Winter, inflex- 
ible to his purpose, " scattereth the hoar frost like 
ashes, and casteth forth his ice like morsels." 
(Psa. cxlvii 16, 17.) Who that with the eye of 
intelligent piety beholds these things but must ex- 
claim, " ! Lord, how manifold are thy works, in 
wisdom hast thou made them all !" (Psa. civ. 24.) 

" He hath made everythhig heautifal in his time.'" 
(Eccles. iii 11.) 

And so the public worship of God has a fixed 
time, and is beautiful when performed in it, be- 

c 
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cause in accordance with his works and will who 
has appointed a "season and a time to every 
purpose under heaven." (Eccles. iii. 1.) Out of 
time, that worship is incongruous, behind the time 
it is an insult and a sin. The testimony of the 
apostle is most pertinent to our subject : " God is 
not the author of confusion" (marg., "tumult or 
unquietness "), " hut of peace^ as in all the churches 
of the saints'' (1 Cor. xiv. 33.) There is a beauty 
in the order of a worshipping congregation that 
presents a fine contrast to the disorder which is 
unhappily so prevalent. The cultivated eye of Paul 
detected it, and in writing to the church at Colosse 
he makes it the subject of special reference and 
commendation, "For though I be absent in the 
flesh, yet am I with you in the spu-it, joying and 
beholding your order, and stedfastness of your faith 
in Christ." (Col. ii 5.) And, we may be permitted 
to ask. Is the house of God to be the only place 
where confusion is to be excused or tolerated 1 
Would such conduct pass with impunity in com- 
mercial or social life ? Should we not feel justly 
affronted were a fellow creature to treat us with such 
contempt 1 And is the infinite, all-wise, and ever- 
blessed Jehovah to be thus insulted by negligence 
that is all the more inexcusable since it might be 
easily avoided? Is the presence of the Lord of 
hosts the only one that is to be thus profaned 1 No 
intelligent homage can be offered to the supreme 
Being unless we understand what God is ; and surely 
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to know him as a God of order, and so to respect 
him, must be our duty, and should be our delight. 

An early attendance at the house of God is 
MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL TO ALL. We are interested 
to a large extent in what interests others ; on the 
contrary, our zeal frequently diminishes in propor- 
tion to the indifference of those by whom we aro 
surrounded. A body of persons simultaneously 
engaged in worship cannot be otherwise than im- 
pressive, — the mere sight has been known to draw 
tears from those who were callous to every other 
influence ; but where the congregation is late and 
irregular in its attendance this impression is weak- 
ened, if not completely lost, and in the place of it 
dulness reigns, and a leaden indifference creeps 
over all, — 

" Hosannas languish on our tongues, 
And our devotion dies." 

Nor is it reasonable to suppose that even the most 
ardent piety will counteract this influence, for though 
we may be Christiaiis, we are still men, and as such, 
easily acted upon by external circumstances ; devo- 
tion itself being greatly assisted by means. The 
spirit may be willing, but the flesh is weak, and to 
expect it to rise heavenward, amid the disturbances 
of a confused assembly, is to betray our ignorance of 
the plainest physical laws. 

The sight of an assembled congregation is mo.st 
encouraging to the minister of the aanct^ox^ *, ^ 
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shows that his people are in earnest about religion. 
Even before the commencement of public duties they 
are present, silently offering their supplications that 
he may come forth richly laden with spiritual trear 
sures, " in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel 
of Christ." (Eom. xv. 29.) If the members of our 
various Christian communities only knew the extreme 
gratification such example affords to the heart of the 
minister, we believe love to him for his work's sake, 
would effect that for which we now plead, namely, 
That the whole congregation should be seated 

WHEN the services OF THE TEMPLE COMMENCE. 

brethren, dearly beloved and longed for, our joy 

and crown, your pastor needs thus to be cheered by 

you. In frequent contact with Divine things, he is 

in danger of an official piety ; a man of like passions 

and frailties with others, he knows what spiritual 

coldness and deadness are, and feels, too, the sweetness 

of sympathy, especially when flowing from those to 

whom he ministers in holy things, and, in nothing 

can that sympathy be more wisely exhibited than in 

an early attendance upon his ministrations; for, 

whilst the pulpit exerts an influence on the pew, the 

2yew scarcely less powerfully affects the pulpit. Were 

all professing Christians to evince their interest in 

the temple, by an early attendance upon its appointed 

solemnities, both minister and people would be 

refreshed, and, what to many is now but a dull 

routine, would soon become instinct tcith a neic and 

beautiful life. 
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The assembled congregation receives, in its own 
BOSOM, the advantages of early attendance. By the 
devotions of the sanctuary the mind is fitted to 
" receive with meekness the engrafted word, which 
is able to save our souL" It is gradually and sweetly 
withdrawn from worldly things, and fixed upon 
what is heavenly and Divine. 

It is impossible, also, to tell when the blessed Spirit 
may he pleased to communicate his grace; therefore 
we should always be in the way. Close to the sheep- 
market at Jerusalem was a pool, around which 
multitudes of impotent folk were constantly assem- 
bled; beneath its sheltering porches almost every 
form of human misery might be seen. A stranger 
would wonder why they had gathered, and wherefore 
they did not depart; but, at a certain season, an 
angel from the throne of God was commissioned to 
visit that pool, and impart to its streams a healing 
virtue, "whosoever then first, after the troubling of the 
water, stepped in was made whole of whatsoever 
disease he had." (John v. 4.) 

The sanctuary is the spiritual Bethesda; hither 
come the fallen, guilty, leprous children of Adam, 
and here they should wait, until the Spirit descends 
from on high with the healing power. The dilatory 
worshipper, however, may enter the temple only in 
time to know that, so far as himself personally is 
concerned, the angel has departed and left no bless- 
ing behind, whilst awakened conscience, speaking as 
with the voice of God, declares, " I lov^ t\i^TCL^\iS^ 
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love me, and those that seek me early shall find me^ 
(Prov. viii 17.) The influence exerted upon the 
UNGODLY by unanimous worship is also a very weighty 
consideration. It is to be feared that the bulk of our 
congregation are strangers to that spiritual change 
which our Lord declares indispensable to an entrance 
into the kingdom of heaven; anything, therefore, 
that will impress them with the momentous import- 
ance of religion, or evince the heartiness and 
SLQcerity of those who profess to be its subjects, 
cannot be trifling. When the whole assembly 
worships God, the careless are aroused, the wanderer 
is arrested, and the sceptical impressed ; a salutary 
influence is produced on all, and some perhaps that 
came to mx)ck remain to pray. But when, on the 
contrary, the worldly behold indijfference where they 
expect flowing zeal, and see worshippers straggling 
into the house of God, as if every step Zion-ward 
were so much penance, it is impossible that they 
can respect a religion that has such lazy devotees; 
the services of the sanctuary are regarded as a 
performance, with the only difference that they are 
duller than what usually goes by that name. 

But the highest consideration of all is, that the 
assembled congregation fittingly and reverently 
HONOURS God. Jehovah is most jealous of his 
honour, " I the Lord am a jealous God." (Exod. 
XX. 5.) "My glory will I not give to another." 
(Isa. xlii. 8.) He delights in hearty unanimous 
service. Most graciously has he promised " where 
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two or three are gathered together in my name there 
I am in the midst of them;" hut Jehovah will not he 
satisfied with the two or three, when the multitude 
slwuld he convened. He hates service rendered as 
a mere compliment, he demands it as a right, and if 
not so presented, indignantly rejects the offering : 
"When ye come to appear before me who hath 
required this at your hands to tread my courts % " 
(Isa. L 12.) 

We plead then for the sanctity of the Lord!s 
Jiotise, and the decent celebration of its ritual. We 
know, indeed, that the worship of God is not con- 
fined to any one spot, for, since the blood of Jesus 
fell upon our earth, the entire globe is holy ground ; 
each pious house a temple ; each sanctuary a Zion, 
and each devout worshipper a Jew spiritually. 
Blessed be God ! we may worship him acceptably in 
the mountain fastness, with no companion but the 
solitary flower, and no music but the wild shrieks of 
the eagle. We may draw near to him in the quiet 
glen amidst its sacred seclusion. In the trackless 
desert, on the broad ocean, and in the whispering 
forest, our Father who is in heaven may be sought 
and found ; for nature, through all her realms, forms 
one vast cathedral, where the high praises of Jehovah 
may be sung, and a pure offering laid upon his altar; 
yea, she herself is one glorious anthem, celebrating 
with voiceless eloquence, in all places of her dominion, 
the wisdom, greatness, and grandeur of her Lord. 
But it is equally true that there are places specially 
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set apart by Ood for his worship, and that his 
peculiar presence surrounds them with more than 
ordinary sanctity. All that we demand is, that, as 
free from a blind superstition, as from irreverent 
profanity, by an early devout attendance thereat, 
men would respect that sanctity. We do not desire 
unduly to exalt appointed means, times, or places; 
but unless they are regarded, our worship cannot be 
harmonious, and must be defective, and thus offensive 
to God. Yea, a statue from the chisel of the sculptor, 
in the attitude of devotion, offers as good and true 
service ; ay, better far, because it is not a mockery I 
What has been said of science without religion, is 
equally true of worship without sanctity, " It is a 
very dead thing, withered, empty, a thistle in late 
autumn — it is but as dead timber, it is not the grow- 
ing tree" But, whilst we admit there may be the 
most scrupulous regard to times and seasons, without 
any real devotion; yet that a holy fervent heart 
exists, where they are lightly esteemed demands a 
doubt. 

The gospel church is released from the cumbrous 
forms and oppressive ceremonial which characterized 
the worship of the ancient church, — it rejoices in a 
" new and living way " which Jesus has opened up 
" through the veil, that is to say, his flesh ;" but 
though the ritual is changed, the obligations for 
worship are the same. Ecclesiastical rites may vary; 
but the spiritual principles they embody are more 
lasting than the stars, £ind amongst those principles 
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, reverence for Ghd in his house occupies the first and 
most prominent place. The mode of exhibiting 
that reverence may differ, but that it should exist 
and be evident is an immutable condition of wor- 
ship; for, amidst all the glorious elasticity of I)^ew 
Testament worship, its boldness of approach, its 
free access, and the " assurance of faith " by which 
it is distinguished, Christian worship still has its 
pre-requisites and its rights; and crossing the 
threshold of the sanctuary, the second lesson which 
the worshipper must learn is conveyed in our Lord's 
own words, "God is a spirit, and they that 

WORSHIP him must WORSHIP HIM IN SPIRIT AND IN 

TRUTH." (John iv. 24.) 
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CHAPTEE III 

THE LATE WORSHIPPERS. 



" ! would the eternal Spirit bless. 
With faith and holiness. 
The LAaGAET people of our favoured isle ; 
But if too deep and wide 
Have spread corruption's tide, 
O ! might he deign on me and mine to smile, 
So shall we ne'er in due devotion fail. 
The consecrated day of solemn rest to hail." 

Bishop Mant. 



Instead of realizing the picture of an assembled 
congregation, as delineated in the previous chapter, 
we are called to mourn, alas ! over its unfrequency : 
that it exists somewhere on earth we may sanguinely 
hope. Speaking in the exercise of the kindest 
Christian charity, a grave charge of neglect, and of 
consequent irreverence, must be preferred against 
the professing church in this country. In many 
even of our respectable congregations a very large 
number invariably come to the house of God late. 
Some enter with all the assurance that would lead 
us to imagine they thought any time soon enough 
for God — indeed, a compliment that they honoured 
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his house at all ; others come, as if secretly con- 
scious of shame, with an air of anxiety that would 
be really distressing, were not their conduct inex- 
cusable. In some of our provincial towns and in 
many of our villages it is the habit of the people 
to wait about the precincts of the sanctuary until 
the voice of the minister or the song of praise re* 
minds them that the service has commenced ; and 
then, what with the sudden rush, the noise of 
tramping feet and whispering voices, attending upon 
the Lord without distraction is as near as it can be 
to a spiritual impossibility. Truly saddening is 
it to witness the confusion caused by the entrance 
of individuals after the devotions of the earlier 
worshippers have commenced. It must present 
foreigners with a strange contrast to that reverence 
which even a false religion is able to extort from its 
disciples. 

Late attendance is a sin in the sight of the 
Almighty. Anything may be regarded as such 
which mocks God, and robs him of what is his due. 
"Will a man rob God ? Yet ye have robbed me. 
But ye say. Wherein have we robbed thee ? In 
tithes and offerings." (MaL iii 8.) The sin lies 
equally at the door of the professiug church now as 
in the days of the prophet ; indeed, its present form 
is more aggravated, since we withhold from the Lord, 
not our substance, but the homage which He claims, 
and the time which He calls especially his oton. It 
is important that all who conscientiously ^rofftsa ts^ 
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worship should prayerfully reflect upon the heinous- 
ness of their conduct herein, and be brought to feel 
that it is not only a transgression against propriety, 
but also a sin against God. The duty of early 
attendance cannot be regarded as a subordinate mat- 
ter, having to do as it has with the decent celebra- 
tion of public worship, — ^with that respect which is 
due to the Almighty, together with the influence we 
are exerting upon our fellow-Christians ; and where 
such vital interests are at stake, it is no breach of 
truth to designate the neglect of it as a sin ! The 
notoriously open character of this sin renders it 
" exceeding sinful" How distressing it is to devout 
minds when in the Divine presence to be disturbed 
by late worshippers, when perhaps, under a deep 
sense of the solemnity of the place and occasion, they 
have to rise from their knees to let the intruder 
pass ; or when in the midst of a penitent confession 
of their manifold shortcomings, they are compelled to 
shift their position that the common disturber may 
have an undeserved asylum*; or as the mind is soaring 
to the better land, and faith's eagle-eye has caught a 
glance of the " King in his beauty," it is ruthlessly 
summoned back to sublunary things by the voice of 
one whom want of thought or personal indulgence 
has brought late to the sanctuary. Hence it cannot 
be wondered that sincere Christians experience such 
a want of abstraction as renders communion with 
God in public rather a feat to be achieved, than an 
eosj, delightful duty. In the worship of Jehovah 
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iiotliing should be allowed that has a tendency to 
withdraw the mind of the worshipper — ^whatever 
would attract the eye or offend the ear should be 
avoided, and it should be " one essential part of our 
religion not to disturb the religion of other sJ' "Were 
the evils of late attendance confined to those guilty 
of it, their loss of freshness, together with their 
sense of shame, might probably be a sufficient 
punishment ; but it is a sin against public decency^ 
a serious obstruction to the becoming celebration of 
Divine worship. It cannot be perpetrated without 
offence to others, and without marring the efficiency 
and beauty of the temple service. It is a public 
sin in the face of God before his a^ssembled church 
on his own day, and therefore demands public and 
unqualified reprehension. 

The course of conduct of which we complain 
exhibits a mournful want of spiritual earnestness. 
It is the index of a wrong state . of heart, a luke- 
warmness of real piety, a decline of the inner life of 
the soul. Speaking from some little acquaintance 
with human nature, and the symptoms of spiritual 
declension in various minds, the writer has inva- 
riably observed irregular and late attendance upon 
the means of grace to be a sure indication of a 
waning of religion. When the graces of the Chris- 
tian character are in full and robust exercise, ardent 
love to the sanctuary will be observable. Tlie Sab- 
bath, that ^^patch of blue " in the dark sky of life, 
will be hailed as the sweetest day of tha e.^-^^xi. \ ^icciis. 
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the yearnings of our soul will find fit expression in 
the language of inspiration, "As the hart panteth 
after the water-brooks, so panteth my soul after 
thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the 
living God : when shall I come and appear before 
God?" (Psa. xlii. 1, 2.) But when grace in the 
heart becomes feeble, and worldliness creeps into 
the soul, or when sin is regarded and indulged, the 
sanctuary is avoided, or attendance upon it becomes 
spasmodic and negligent, we exclaim, " When will 
the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn 1 and 
the Sabbath, that we may set forth wheat ?" (Amos 
viiL 5.) Or in the words of another prophet, "What a 
weariness is it!" (MaL i 13.) Disciple of Jesus ! 
thou, perhaps, art guilty of this sin ; thy seat in the 
sanctuary is often vacant ; thy attendance there, 
hurried and late. It is a sad indication that thou 
art fallen from thy first state. The warmth of thine 
espousals is cooling in fervour ; thou art losing thy 
first love ; the tree of thy profession may be rich in 
foliage, but the pith is mouldering ! This neglect 
of public duties reveals that private prayeT is 
already abandoned, or has but a feeble existence, 
and indicates that, unless God in his special mercy 
interpose, nothing can prevent the guilt and disgrace 
of open apostacy : — " Be watchful, and strengthen 
the things which remain, that are ready to die ; for 
I have not found thy works perfect before God. JRe- 
member therefore how thou hast received and heard, 
and holdfast, and repent" (Eev. iiL 2, 3.) 
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Probably some who axe guilty in this matter, 
would be much grieved to be thought loanting in 
love to their Saviour on account of what has ap- 
peared to them but a trivial omission of duty. Far 
from any desire to wound such, we are prepared to 
admit that many whose piety we have no reason to 
doubt are to be found in the ranks of the late wor- 
shippers ; but faithfulness to God and souls obliges 
us to say that something is wrong, — either the 
mind is not duly impressed with the importance of 
this duty, or the heart is not right in the sight of 
Grod ; the needle of the soul is exposed to, and 
attracted by, other influences than those of the 
Spirit of God. Nor would it be just to make occa- 
sional absence at the commencement of Divine 
worship a sin. Unforeseen circumstances, personal 
or domestic illness, and events over which we have 
no control will at times prevent our punctual at- 
tendance at the house of God. Where this is the 
case it may be excused, perhaps justified ; but when 
it is the hahit it is to be condemned. 

In addition to what has been already observed, it 
should be remembered that the time devoted to 
public worship is hut a small part of the sacred 
day, and still further to diminish it by subtracting 
a portion from that, can only be regarded as the 
highest sacrilege and profanity. It would really 
appear as if men were desirous of pressing religious 
duties into the smallest possible compass, and of 
settling with God and eternity in the briefest \SkS5^- 
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ner practicable, so that with true Procrustean inge- 
nuity they make the worship of the Almighty 
square with their convenience, by paring down what 
they cannot altogether away with; or, to vary the 
illustration, it would impress us with the idea that 
worship were very much like medicine, to be taken 
in infinitesimal doses — tasteless, .homceopathic glo- 
bules ! Let that part of our public service which 
we have called instruction, together with that which 
is lost by late attendance, be taken away, and how 
small a portion is left for God ! 

These considerations need only to be stated in 
order to awaken serious and prayerful thought in 
the minds of all the followers of Christ. "What 
other word than that of mockery can designate such 
a diminished service, and that offered to him who 
has given us six days in which to Jabour, and 
do our work. " Lord, truly to us belong shame 
and confusion of face," we have sinned against thee, 
we have thought slightingly of thy house and of the 
ordinances thereof ! Li nothing were our ancestors 
more distinguished than their veneration for the 
sanctuary. That they had exalted conceptions of 
its great inmate, appears from the fact of the cost- 
liest materials and the highest skill being employed 
to make the place of his feet glorious ; and though 
it is true that superstition to a great extent in- 
fluenced them, yet we allude to the circumstance in 
order to ask, whether we ought not with a purer 
faith to exhibit a corresponding veneration for the 
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dwelling-place of tlie King of kings, and the Lord of 
lords? Is it the sign of our intelligence, our in- 
dependence, our vaunted freedom from ecclesiastical 
domination, tliat we look upon God's service as subor- 
dinate, and trample under feet the plainest and most 
positive injunctions of his holy word 1 

The example set by late worshippers is pernicious 
IN THE EXTREME. The force of example, whether 
good or bad, is great ; but in the duties which relate 
to God, there is such a tendency to relax, that we 
should carefully guard agatust the appearance of 
eviL A few irregular and late attendants in an 
assembly may do incalculable mischief — the contagion 
spreads until the entire congregation is involved in 
confusion. It is a law of Christian ethics that we 
are no less responsible for our influence than for our 
actions, and those who are impressed by the fear of 
God will pause before they persevere in a course so 
detrimental to the best interests of the kingdom of 
Christ in the earth. Especially disastrous is this 
example when presented by those who have a repu- 
tation for godliness, and from whom, therefore, better 
things might be expected The young particularly 
observe it, and all classes think themselves justified 
in doing what " Christians " so commonly practise. 
Let it, now, be supposed, that the minister of the 
sanctuary were to be guilty of late attendance in the 
pulpit I occasionally to keep his people waiting when 
service should commence, would there not be a 
general outcry against such glaring impropriety 1 yet, 

D 
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it must be understood, that the same principles which 
should influence the minister, obliges the worshipper 
to be in his place at the opening of Divine service; 
nor, can we see that the sin would be greater in his 
delaying the prayers of the people, than in their 
disturbiiig those prayers after they have commenced. 
Such conduct renders harmony of worship extremely 
difficult As in music each voice has its part, and 
the combination of all produces the glorious harmony 
of sweet sounds, so in the worship of Grod, there is a 
part for each, and unless each takes his part the 
service must be defective if not discordant. Punc- 
tuality is the pivot upon which the wheels of 
commerce revolve. The merchant is in his counting- 
house — the clerk at his desk — the tradesman behind 
his counter — the artizan at his employment, at the 
fixed time, and success, in any department of business, 
would be hopeless unless that time were respected. 
Yet, it is strange, that many who are distinguished 
for systematically conducting their secular concerns, 
betray a sad lack of arrangement in their spiritual 
duties; in the former there is all the precision of .a 
chronometer, in the latter the fitfiilness and confusion 
of the wind. Undoubtedly, in most, this neglect 
arises from sheer thoughtlessness — a want of due 
consideration. The habit of late attendance has been 
gradually formed and unconsciously persevered in; 
but how highly displeasing it must be to our heavenly 
Father to have a thoughtless worship. It cannot be 
otherwise regarded than as the " sacrifice of foolSf" 
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"which is an abomination in his sight. Want of 
system, we believe, has more to do with late atten- 
dance than any other cause. Household duties are 
not sufficiently advanced, so that the Sabbath is one 
scene of cares ; rising later, probably, on the Lord's- 
day than usual, having withal, domestic and family 
duties demanding our thought, together with atten- 
tion to our own personal appearance, not to say 
vanity, the house, in which a holy and heavenly 
calm should reign, rings with the note of busy 
preparation. Hurrying off to the satictuary, under 
circumstances like these, our minds pre-occupied, our 
hearts crowded with cares of this world, it would 
surely be marvellous if the "good seed of the 
kingdom " should not be choked and rendered un- 
fruitful/ 

By a wise arrangement of our household duties, 
together with unfeigned love to the temple services, 
we should be able to adopt the language, " God, 
thou art my God; early will I seek thee : my soul 
thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee, in a 
dry and thirsty land, where no water is ; to see thy 
power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the 
sanctuary.*^ (Psa. Ixiii. 1.) Instead of which 
delightful experience, having spent an unprofitable 
hour in the house of God, we return to our homes 
unrefreshed, dissatisfied with ourselves, and all about 
us — a melancholy contrast to the hallowed rest of 
which the Sabbath is a type. Eternity alone will 
reveal the evils of a personal, relative, and ^ene^ai 
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character, which, follow such an attendance upon the 
appointed means. Not in harmony with duty, as 
enjoined in Holy Writ, such persons cannot enjoy 
" the peace of God which passeth all understanding." 
K ever they wander into the " green pastures," it is 
to be an element of disquietude in the midst of the 
surrounding serenity; if ever they gaze upon the 
" still waters " it is to behold the reflection of their 
own jaded, anxious faces, and thus to present to 
themselves a sad illustration of the misery of those 
who know their duty, but do it not Inconceiv- 
able, indeed, would be the consequences of the 
slightest deviation in what are called the laws of 
nature — unhinged and dislocated, the vast universe 
would be involved in ruin. And it can scarcely be 
less perilous to traverse a moral or spiritual law; 
indeed, the laws of nature are neither so obligatory, 
nor lasting, as those declared in God's Holy Word, 
for he who made those laws at first, has, at times, 
modified them, but, the laws of his spiritual kingdom 
are as immutable as himself and the obligation 
decently and reverently to worship the Lord of hosts 
will exist, as long as there is a God to be worshipped, 
and creatures capable of adoring him. It is, perhaps, 
possible to evade a natural law, but we cannot violate 
a spiritual command with impunity. The great 
Author of those laws can relax the one, but the other 
he has solemnly declared he will not. "Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, hut my words shall not 
pass away'' (Matt. xxiv. 35.) In that Word in- 
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junctions are enforced for the proper celebration of 
his most holy worship : there the spirituality of his 
nature is revealed, the feelings with which his 
creatures should enter into his presence declared; 
and his heaviest maledictions pronounced upon those 
who tread the temple pavement with unhallowed 
feet Did we live in the darkness of olden time, 
with nothing to acquaint us with God but the sun, 
the trees, and the flowers ; had we no better guide 
to his wiU than the things which are made and seen, 
the imperfections of our worship roight possibly be 
excused, because in ignorance it would be offered ; 
but even with no more light than that with which 
natural theology inspires us, we dare not offer him a 
profane service. His earnest stars would condemn 
us ; his mighty sea, with its solemn voice, would 
reprove us; his winged lightnings, and his thunders 
echoing along the mountains, would rebuke the 
mighty blasphemy, for, first among nature's dictates 
is reverence for Tier " unknown Ood" And revela- 
tion plaxjes that reverence upon its proper basis, 
imparts to it the purest and most intelligent motives, 
and makes us acquainted with his Divine mind and 
will, who, amongst other obligations of worship, 
commands, "Let all things be done decently 

AND IN ORDER." (1 Cor. xiv. 40.) 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE KIND REBUKE. 



"Lord, how delightfdl 'lis to see 
K whole assembly worship thee; 
At once they sing, at once they pray. 
They hear of heaven and learn the way. 



Deeply impressed with the solemnity of the sane* 
tuary, and the services connected therewith, we 
venture, still further, to bring home the guilt of late 
attendance to the conscience. Believing that many, 
otherwise estimable. Christians have fallen into this 
snare, we desire, in the ftillest exercise of love, to 
convey our affectionate, but earnest rebuke. Let 
this little book he taken into the closet, and every 
sentence of it prayerfully pondered. Let the first 
question be. Are the facts it states, and the principles 
it enforces, tribe ? and then, let them be personally 
applied, and if true of us, may God grant us the 
spirit of the Psalmist, when he said, " Let the right- 
eous smite me, it shall be a kindness; let him reprove 
me, it shall be an excellent oil, which shall not break 
my head." (Psar cxli 5.) 
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It is not improbable that many will think the 
subject too insignificant for extended remark, or 
serious censure. "They are occasionally late at 
the house of God ; but that is only a trifling cir- 
cumstance." Now we apprehend that whatever 
relates to the worship of the Almighty must be of 
paramount importance. But, if late attendance 
be a trifling circumstance, there would be less 
difficulty in remedying it. The forbidden fruit of 
Paradise was but a simple prohibition, it was never- 
theless linked with great principles ; so the fact of 
being late at the temple may appear inconsiderable, 
yet it betrays a state of heart most perilous, and 
leads to consequences subversive of the honour of 
Jehovah. In the eye of God nothing connected 
either with his works or worship is little. The 
insect is as grand as the elephant^ the gnat as 
important as the eagle ; he observes the unnoticed 
lily, and gazes upon the daisy high in the cleft of 
the rocks — ^in each he beholds the mirror of his own 
transcendant perfections, and thus, "rejoices in his 
work." The same principle is observable in his 
worship. He condescended to reveal the minutest 
detail of the ancient tabernacle. Its curtains, rings, 
and candlesticks were all made according to the 
pattern shown to Moses in the mount. Can we, 
then, for a moment suppose that the great " I AM " 
is less scrupulous concerning the deportment of his 
worshippers, than the construction of his sanctuary 1 
He who observed the amount of the widow's offering 
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knows the length of time his peo])le spend in his 
immediate presence, and he who " searches the heart 
and tries the reins of the children of men," detects, 
at a glance, the irreverence of the careless worshipper. 
" Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be 
called the least in the kingdom of heaven; but 
whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven." (Matt. 
V. 19.) 

If the reader sincerely loves Christ, it will grieve 
him to know that the tender heart of Jesus is 
wounded by the late and irregular worship of his 
people. An incident during our Lord's sufferings in 
the garden affords a striking illustration. Passing 
over the brook Kedron, his great heart overwhelmed 
with sorrow ; the Saviour of men reaches " dolefiil, 
dark Gethsemane," and taking three of his disciples 
with him, he enters into its deep and sombre recesses. 
They should have been the spectators of the awful 
scene — they should have sympathized with the 
Eedeemer of the world under his gigantic and un- 
paralled woes — they should have united their prayers 
with his that the cup might pass from him ; for, as a 
man, Jesus needed their presence and sympathy, 
hence he said, " Tarry ye here and watch with me." 
Now he is passing through his baptism of blood — the 
weight of the world's sins lies heavily upon his heart — 
his soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death, and 
what shall he do ] He comes to his disciples and 
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FINDS THEM ASLEEP ! faithless disciples ! WHlst 
ye are sleeping hell is grappling with your master ! 
whilst ye are sleeping ye lose the evidence of how 
much he loves his own, and loves them to the end ! 
Bending over the drowsy ones, with mingled sorrow 
and tenderness, hear his upbraiding voice, " What! 
could ye not watch with me one hourV (Matt. 
xxvL 40.) It is true that the man of sorrows 
agonizes no more — he has exchanged the cross for 
the crown. The sorrows of his humiliation have 
merged in the glories of his beatific state ; still he 
asks his people to watch with him ; well does he 
remember his agony and bloody sweat, his cross and 
passion, nor desires that his saints should forget — he 
loves them still to have fellowship with his sufferings. 
ITow it is in the sanctuary that all solemn events of 
the Saviour's incarnation and death are presented. 
It is there that we are called upon, more especially, 
to watch. But how many of his professing people 
are away when these melting scenes are parsing in 
review, or, if present, come only in time to hear the 
merited rebuke, "What! could ye not watch with me 
one hour ? " O ye dull-hearted worshippers, who 
secretly think the service of Christ a heavy yoke — 
almost a waste of time to watch for one hour. View 
your Saviour prostrate on the ground ; — ^if tears have 
power, how persuasive are his ! if cries can touch the 
heart, how thriUing are his ! if blood has eloquence, 
how affecting his ! Awake ! drowsy, worldly-minded 
Christian 1 Thy Saviour still agonizes in the services 
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and sacraments of Ms house? lie still asks thy wake- 
fxjl sympatliy. " Watch and pray that ye enter not 
into temptation.** (Matt, xxvi 41.) 

We, not unfreqTjfently, hear it urged, as an excuse 
for late attendance, that what with the lawful duties 
of home and family, one has not sufficient time to be 
ready by the commencement of worship. Now, it 
may be difficult with some to be always punctual 
But can you never be so % Must you be inevitably 
late % What ! so much to do on the Sabbath ? So 
many domestic cares— so many lawful engagements 
that early attendance is a constant impossibility? 
What does the excuse mean % If honestly inter- 
preted, it is as though it were said to the great 
Omniscient, " God, thou hast imposed a duty upon 
me, which thou hast put out of my power to 
discharge; for, with all the hours of the week, I have 
not sufficient for what falls to me — I cannot, there- 
fore, serve thee acceptably with reverence and godly 
fear." 

What man is there amongst us, that dares utter 
such a complaint against God's providential arrange- 
ments ? No time for the decent worship of God 1 
Oh ! the hours that are more than waited in frivolous 
conversation, idle wanderings, indolence and plea- 
sure. Ah! Sirs, there is a time when we must 
resign all that now absorbs us, when we must leave 
our families and firesides ; when we must die, and 
stand at the judgment bar of Christ, and then, 
what will avail our domestic anxiety, to the ctdpable 
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neglect of Ood and his house. Let it be understood 
that none has so lawful a claim upon our time as he 
who gave it; his breath made us instinct with life — 
his fiat bids our hours roll on — ^his mercy keeps us 
in being, and time is no more our own to do what 
we will with it than is our existence— ^if destroyed, it 
is " suicide where more than blood is spilt ;" if 
withdrawn from the service of God, it is sacrilege. 

The ordinances of the gospel can scarcely be treated 
with greater contempt, than when they are thus 
slighted. Here our gracious God has provided a 
banquet suitable to our varied wants ; everything that 
can meet our necessities as fallen, guilty creatures 
is freely offered, without money and without price. 
In the house of our God there is bread to eat that 
the world knows not of, and royal wine from heaven 
to drink. There the soul may banquet on immortal 
food, such as fills the heart with "joy unspeakable 
and fiill of glory." Whatever its hopes, joys, temp- 
tations, or sorrows, there it will find suitable 
nourishment and strength, and its ravishing ex- 
perience will be, " I sat down under his shadow with 
great delight^ and his fruit was sweet to my tasteJ^ 
(Song of SoL ii 3.) 

Such a feast being provided, the king sends forth 
his servants to announce that " all things are ready " 
(Matt. xxiL 4), and that whosoever will, may come ; 
yea, the great "Master of assemblies" is himself 
seated at the board waiting to welcome them to his 
spiritual hospitalities. But, alas ! we for whom the 
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banquet is spread are often absent, and when re- 
proved, with one consent begin to make excuse. 
Oh! did we know our true state by nature as 
sinners, we should gladly avail ourselves of those 
provisions which a merciful Father has made. 

It indicates the loss of spiritual appetite thus 
to slight the gospel feast — " all things are ready," but 
those for whom the feast is provided! How it 
exhibits the awful infatuation of sin, that men are 
so indifferent to the vast concerns of God and the 
souL Beings who have no personal interest in 
salvation are represented as intensely absorbed in 
its contemplation, for " into these things the angels 
desire to look." (1 Pet i 12.) Even devils, whom 
it cannot reach, are not indifferent to its success ; 
but the very creatures for whom the Son of Grod 
died, whose nature he assumed to expiate their 
guilt, they, of all his intelligent universe, are the 
only beings that are careless and unconcerned I We 
may justly apprehend that when the mercies of God 
are thus disregarded they will be speedily removed. 
The Jews of old forsook the Lord God of Israel, 
and were sent into captivity ; their holy and beautiful 
house was destroyed so that none went to her solemn 
feasts. In after-days, because they knew not the 
things that belonged to their peace, Jerusalem 
became a heap, and they a reproach and a hissing 
among the nations of the earth. Because the 
churches of Asia prized not their reli^ous privileges, 
the candlestick was removed out of its place. And 
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why should spiritual opportunities be granted only 
to bd declined ] Why should God call to be refused, 
and stretch out his hand only to be disregarded ? 
Why should his spirit strive for ever with men] 
Why should the barren fig-tree be suffered always to 
cumber the ground? Why should not he, who 
from the dead womb of Sarah brought forth Isaac, 
and from the stones can raise up children to Abraham, 
smite in vengeance those with whom he has been 
grieved these many years, and swear in his wrath 
that they shall never enter into his rest ? 

Careless worshipper ! a fit of sickness may pull 
thee down and lay thee upon a bed of languishing, 
whence thou shalt no more ascend to the house of 
the Lord ! And lying upon that couch of pain thou 
flhalt think upon thy mispent Sabbaths, thy broken, 
irreverent worship, thy wandering prayers, thy 
heartless praise, and oh ! how bitter the remembrance. 
May Grod, in his mercy, prevent it, and give thee 
grace to improve the sacred day by respecting the 
solemnities thereof "For if God spared not the 
naiural branches, take heed lest he also spare not 
thee. Behold, therefore, the goodness and severity of 
Grod: on them which fell, severity; but toward 
thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: 
otherwise thou also shalt be cut off." (Eom. xL 21, 22.) 
Irreverence for the sanctuary, as exhibited- in late 
attendance, is, with some, the single imperfection 
of their public duties. This neutralizes their useful- 
ness, and spoils the symmetry of their Christian 



46 EABLY AT THE TEMPLE. 

* 

* 

character and profession. It is the dark vein in the 
marble, the besetting sin of the Sabbath, the crack in 
the golden bowL It is the dead fly in the ointment 
of the apothecary, which causes it to stink How- 
ever pious, charitable, and zealous they may be, this 
sin, like the star, " wormwood," dropping into the 
waters of Sion, turns them all to a deadly bitter. 
Nor can the Divine blessing be expected or 
enjoyed by such. " Them that honour me I will 
honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly 
esteemed.'^ (1 Sam. ii 30.) When, after his glorious 
resurrection, our blessed Eedeemer appeared to his 
disciples, it is recorded, "But Thomas, one of the 
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came." (John 
XX. 24.) Whether his absence were justifiable or 
not, it led to the guilt of unbelief; had he been 
present he would have seen Jesus, but, being away, 
he lost, at least for a time, the assurance that his 
Lord and Master had burst the bands of death and 
was risen indeed. What the thoughtless worshipper 
loses by a negligent waiting upon the Lord, let his 
limited acquaintance with Divine things, his stunted 
graces, his flagging zeal, all testify. The dew of 
heaven does not fall upon him, nor is his soul as a 
well-watered garden. It will be found that growth 
in grace is always proportionate to the faithful 
discharge of duty. The neglect of either public or 
private prayer brings corresponding leanness and 
declension; until we verify the prophet's picture, 
^^ Strangers have devoured his strength, and he 
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knoweth it not ; yea, gray hairs are here and there 
upon him yet he knoweth it not." (Eos. vii 9.) 

A proper observance of the sanctuary is intimately 
connected also with temporal advantage. He 
who honours Gk)d most on the Sabbath, will succeed 
best during the week. Being " strengthened with 
all might by the Spirit in the inner man," he will 
enter upon the world's, business as a giant refreshed, 
prepared to grapple with its varied duties. Testi- 
monies might be given in abundance of the salutary 
Influence of a well-spent Sabbath in bracing the 
mind and body for the mental and physical labour of 
the week. The words, however, of the celebrated 
Wilberforce are too weighty to be omitted, " Oh! 
what a blessed day (he says) is the Sabbath, which 
allows us a precious interval wherein to pause — to 
come out of the thickets of worldly concerns, and 
give ourselves up to heavenly and spiritual objects ; 
observation and my own experience have convinced 
me that there is a special blessing on the right 
employment of these intervals. Oh ! what a blessing 
is the Sabbath — interposed between the waves of 
worldly business, like the divine path of the Israel- 
ites through Jordan. There is nothing in which I 
would recommend you to be more strictly con- 
scientious, than in keeping the Sabbath holy." But, 
we ask, how can the Sabbath be kept holy if temple 
duties are slighted, and how can they be less esteemed 
than by a loose profane discharge of them ? 

Very affecting is the parable of the virgins related 
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by our great Teacher. Drawing his illustration from 
the marriage customs of Eastern countries he pictures 
the scene with a masterly hand. There are the ten 
virgins, with robes pure as the driven snow, each 
holding in her hand a silver lamp. The bridegroom 
is gone to conduct his spouse, in brilliant procession, 
from her paternal dwelling to his own house, and 
they are waiting to swell the triumph of his return. 
Long have they expected his coming, but still he 
lingers. Darkness gathers around them. " Silently, 
one by one, in the infinite meadows of heaven, 
blossom the lovely stars, the forget-me-nots of the 
angels." At length, weary with watching, they all 
slumber and sleep ! At midnight, however, the cry 
is raised, "Behold, the bridegroom cometh!" but 
alas ! the foolish virgins have brought no oil with 
them — ^to borrow is impossible ; and now the music 
and the dancing, and the voices, and the glimmering 
of lights draw near, and so off they go to buy. 
" And whilst they went to buy, the bridegroom came, 
and they that were ready went in with him to the 
marriage, and the door was sAw^ / "^ (Matt. xxv. 10.) 
Ah, foolish virgins, ye should have been ready to 
meet the bridegroom at the proper time I What 
now avails your impatient knocks at the palace 
door ] Your earnest entreaties, your hot scorching 
tears, your bitter lamentations, do but elicit and 
confirm your doom — " Verily I say unto you I never 
knew you.'' Taking the parable as presenting us 
with some features of the visible church of Christ, 
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may we not express the fear, lest those who are 
tmiformly late at the sanctuary may be found at last 
to he too late for heaven ? Oh ! dreadful possibility. 
The same causes which lead to the one, will, if 
suffered to work out their legitimate consequences, 
tend to the other. The disregard of God's house 
indicates a low estimate of the undying soul; and 
the soul neglected we cannot be saved ! How soon 
the bridegroom's voice may be heard, is unknown ; 
already he may be on the road. The night is far 
spent) and, as wise virgins, we should be " watching 
found," with our lamps trimmed and loins girt, our 
place in his house regularly and punctzuiUy filled, 
and ourselves, as faithful servants, waiting for our 
Lord's coming; for "when once the master op 

THE HOUSE IS RISEN UP ANl) HATH SHUT TO THE 
DOOR, AND YE BEGIN TO STAND WITHOUT AND TO 
KNOCK AT THE DOOR, SAYING, LoRD, LoRD, OPEN 
UNTO us; AND HE SHALL ANSWER AND SAY UNTO 
YOU, I KNOW YOU NOT WHENCE YE ARE!' (Luke 

xiiL 25.) 
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CHAPTER V. 

WISE COUNSELS. 



"For thee we long and pray, 
O blessed Sabbath-morn ; 
And all the week we say, 
O ! when wilt thou return ? 
Come, come away. 
Day of glad rest. 
Of days the best. 

Sweet Sabbath-day!" 



The exposure and condemnation of any sin is but 
the means to an end — the primary object should be 
to present a remedy. It were of no avail to enlarge 
upon the inconsistencies of our temple worship were 
we not prepared to offer a plan for their removal. 
Little good, of course, can be expected unless there 
is a sincere desire for personal reformation. We 
trust our previous remarks have, under the Divine 
blessing, either imparted or strengthened such desire, 
and that, regarding the subject in the solemn aspects 
here shown, the late attendant is anxious for some jwoc- 
tical suggestions, by the following of which he may be 
assisted reverently to worship God in the sanctuary. 
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Besolutions must be made — efforts must be put forth, 
or our resolves will be " as the morning cloud and 
the early dew that pass away." John Howard was 
so impressed with the importance of early, regular 
attendance as to build a cottage near the house of 
God that he might be in readiness for its services. 
Budgettj " the successful merchant," made it a stand- 
ing law for himself and household. And in nothing 
was the late illustrious Duke of Wellington more 
conspicuous than in his early presence at the 
Christian temple. He is indeed said to have 
attributed his brilliant conquests to the fact of his 
always being ten minutes before the enemy. 

In laying down a few rules for promoting reverence 
for the sanctuary, with special regard to early at- 
tendance, it is important, 

L That secular duties should be advanced as 

MUCH AS possible ON THE SATURDAY. 

The «^ws had a day of preparation for the 
Sabbath, and it were well for Christians to imitate 
the example. After being in contact with the world 
all the week, we need a pause before entering into 
the presence of the great King. And, that nothing 
but works of absolute necessity may be performed on 
the Lord's-day, all our duties should be discharged 
before it dawns upon us. It is matter for sincere 
gratification that many of our Christian merchants 
and tradesmen are either dispensing with labour on 
the Saturday afternoon, or closing their estabhshments 
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early on the evening of that day; thus affording 
opportunity of preparing for the haUowed season of 
public communion with Gk)d. We anticipate the 
time, and earnestly pray for its coming, when the 
world's chief business shall be transacted on the 
early part of the week, and not crowded, as it now 
is, into its last day, and trenching frequently upon the 
very hours of the Sabbath itself The consequences 
of late business on the Saturday night are fearMly 
immoral and disastrous. Prostrate with exhaustion, 
both mind and body are unfitted for temple service, 
and hence the Sabbath has merged with many into 
a day of indolence, instead of one of holy activity 
for God and souls. By no means insensible to the 
difficulties of the question in a world so fall of 
industry and competition, we simply state the feet 
that excessive and protracted labour on the Saturday 
is inimical to the right observance of the services of 
the sanctuary, and is one of the prime causes of late 
attendance upon Divine worship. The rule applies 
equally to household duties. These should be 
advanced and discharged prior to the Sabbath, that 
they may not hinder us in sacred things. 

Here also we may be permitted to urge upon the 
Mothers in Israel the deep and solemn importance 
of this duty. Neither affectation nor flattery induces 
us to state that female influence is incalculable, 
especially viewed in relation to home. Our tenderest^ 
holiest, feehngs cluster around the names of mother, 
sister, and wife. How often has their prudence 
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guided Ma — ^their a£Fection soothed us — ^their tender- 
ness and sympathy helped us forward over life's 
rugged paths ! And if this infiaence were kindly 
amd wisely exerted in securing an early attendance 
at the sancttmry, we are sure the change would he 
most apparent. Deeply imbued with love to the 
sanctuary themselves — anxious that no domestic 
insularity should be the slightest hinderance to a 
punctual waiting upon God — above all consistent in 
their own living, loving, example, they "shall be 
praised as women that fear the Lord," yea, each in 
her separate sphere shall merit the royal encomium, 
" She looketh well to the ways of her household, and 
eateth not the bread of idleness. Her children arise 
up and call her blessed ; her husband also, and he 
praiseth her. Many daughters have done virtuously, 
hut thou excellest them alV* (Prov. xxxL 27 — 29.) 

IL KiSE EARLY ON THE L0RD*S-DAY THAT YOU 
MAY HAVE TIME TO PREPARE FOR THE SANCTUARY. 

The Sabbath was unquestionably intended as a 
day of rest, and all experience proves the wisdom 
of the arrangement. In the words of an eminent 
physician,* before the committee of the House of 
Commons, "It is a day of compensation for the 
inadequate restorative power of the body under 
continual labour and excitement. The Sabbatic 
appointment is to be numbered among the natural 
duties if preservation of life is admitted to be a duty, 

« Dr. Farr. 
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and the premature destruction of it a suicidal act,** 
Additional rest on the Sabbath is therefore due to 
our tired bodies; but rest in bed should not be 
prolonged so as to interfere with the punctual 
discharge of our religious duties. The rest should 
not lead to a culpable waste of those precious hours 
which are to be regarded as peculiarly sacred. The 
most eminent saints have risen early, especially when 
anything was to be done for God ; thus "Abraham 
gat up early in the morning to the place where he 
stood before the Lord." (Gen. xix. 27.) "Jacob 
rose up early in the morning, and took the stones 
that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a 
pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. And he 
called the name of that place Beth-el" (i.^., the 
house of God, Gen. xxviii. 19). Eising betimes 
from our couches to seek the Lord we shall have a 
better blessing than Gideon when " he rose up early 
and thrust the fleece together and wringed the dew 
out of the fleece a bowlfull, of water." (Judges vL 
38.) The Psalmist's harp mingled its solemn tones 
with the notes of the lark that welcomed the dawn : 
"0 God, my heart is fixed, I will sing and give 
praise, even with my glory. Awake, psaltery and 
harp ; I myself will awake early, ^^ (Psa. cviiL 1, 2.) 
Jesus, a pattern in all things to his followers, " rising 
up a great while before day departed into a solitary 
place and there prayed." (Mark L 35.) And "very 
early in the morning" (Mark xvL 2) the devoted 
women with their prepared spices came to the 
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sepulchre to embalm the body of their beloved 
Lord. "When the claims of the world press upon 
us we ri^ up early and sit up late; no efforts are 
deemed too strenuous, no sacrifices too costly, to 
secure the things that perish in the using. Oh ! that 
we were as earnest concerning our eternal interests ; 
oh ! that we were as anxious to honour God as to 
succeed in life ! Our position here is most moment- 
ous. Standing on this narrow isthmus of time — the 
waves of the great ocean of eternity sounding in our 
ears, and ahnost washing our feet — ^we yet trifle 
with our souls — ^are busy seeking worthless pebbles, 
when the next swell may wash us into its awful 
abyss. Surely it is no time for inordinate sleep, 
when God is waiting for worship, and his servants, 
like a thousand Baptists, are going forth to prepare 
the way of the Lord and make his paths straight — 
when Sabbaths are departing, and sacred opportunities, 
like quicksilver, gliding from our grasp, and death 
knocks loudly at the door and removes far from us 
our near and dear ones. To be indifferent under 
such rousing circumstances betokens the greatest 
spiritual apathy, ^^ Awake thou that steepest^ and 
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee 
light:* (Eph. v. 14.) 

HL Let not excessive time be given to 
personal adornment. 

I 

K multitudes of our temple-worshippers were 
honestly to state the cause of their late attendance, 
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it would be found that pride of dress has mucli to 
do with it This wastes the early part of the 
Sabbath, and robs God of his due. To appear 
before our Maker decently clad is a duty ; but to 
dishonour his house and service by such an attention 
to our vanity as curtaUs the wowMp of hia sanctuary 
must be displeasing in his sight; — ^where this practice 
exists we may be sure that there is little real devotion 
in the heart. How lamentable that creatures defiled 
with sin and destined to corruption and thq worm, 
should be so concerned to adorn the frail body in 
order to appear before him who declares he " looks 
not to the outward appearance, but to the heart ! " 
As if the infinite Jehovah could be charmed with 
the elegances of dress or pleased with the capri- 
ciousness of fashion. Nothing can be urged agaiost 
an attire becoming our means and position in life ; 
but when it absorbs the time devoted to worship, it 
becomes a snare — ^a sad indication that ^^ pride of 
life " is in the ascendancy. 

When our blessed Eedeemer would rebuke the 
vanity of his creatures he points them to the liKes 
of the field, as far surpassing in symmetry and dress 
the proudest achievements of human skill, — ^pencilled 
by the hand of its glorious Artificer, glittering with 
morning dew, and opening its meek eye to heaven, 
— Jesus declares " that even Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these." (Matt, vi 29.) 
True beauty and real elegance consists in a holy 
devout state of heart : this may be found beneath a 
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coveoping of rags ; the want of it cannot consecrate 
the most gorgeous appareL "Be ye clothed with 
humiHty." (1 Pet. v. 5.) This is the best Sabbath 
garment we can put on. When we appear in the 
temple it should be with an all-pervading sense of 
our personal unworthiness ; we should feel that we 
are sinners, and under the full realization of our 
pollution we should put our hands to our mouth, 
and our^mouth to the dust, and cry, " Unclean ! 
unclean ! unclean ! " How such a spirit can comport 
with fastidiousness of dress, and time stolen from 
the service of God, let the reader judge ! " Whose 
adorning let it not be that outward adorning of 
plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of put- 
ting on of apparel ; but let it be the hidden man of 
the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of God of great price. For after this manner 
in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in 
Grod, adorned themselves." (1 Pet. iii 3 — 5.) 

IV. Determine to be in the house op God at 
least five minutes before the commencement of 
Divine service. 

The usual mode of calculation, even in the best 
ordered Christian families, is that they are to be at 
the sanctuary Jyy the commencement of worship ; 
but it should be borne in mind that the time fixed is 
not that for the arrival of the congregation, hat that 
for the oommenobment of Divine service. The 
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worsliippeis should be at the temple before that time. 
The posture of the congregation should be that of 
waiting for GkxL Hiid we an appoinment with any 
of the earth's illustrious ones, how unbecoming 
would it seem to arrive only in time to be introduced 
into his presence chamber! Especially had we 
come on business of solicitation would it be expected 
that we should he in readiness to present our suit ! 
Now in the sanctuary we meet with the Grod of the 
whole earth — ^we have petitions to present of the 
most important nature, how unseemly then to be 
present only at the juncture when he comes forth 
from the Holy of HoHes to hear the supplications of 
his church! To arrive just in time to prefer our 
requests ! When Esther would gain the attention of 
the king '^ she stood in the inner court of the king's 
house, over against the king's house, and it was so 
when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the 
court, that she obtained favour in his sights 
(Esther v. 2.) 

V. Attend as many services op the temple 

AS YOU CAN. 

There is a habit springing up, amongst some con- 
gregations, of attending only once on the Lord's-day, 
and of spending the rest of the Sabbath amidst 
domestic scenes or in the pursuit of pleasure. This 
cannot be regarded as a becoming observance of the 
sanctuary. When we are not prevented either by 
illness or duiyj an attendance once at the temple is 
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not keeping holy the Sabbath-day. The wTwle day 
belongs to God, every hour is sacred, and if time be 
wanted for pleasure, which those who seek it love to 
call rest, but which is in reality labour of the hardest 
kind, it must be taken from the days of the week 
and not from the SabbatL Attending once at the 
sanctuary is but a cold compliment to the Almighty, 
and though it may be urged that our time can be 
profitably spent at home, it will be found that those 
who neglect public duties are not the most likely to 
be distinguished for the spirituality of their private 
hours. The habit alluded to of attending only once, 
if universally adopted, would soon transform our 
English Sabbath into a continental holiday, and men 
woidd begin to compound for their sins in the morn- 
ing, only to have greater license to sin the remain- 
der of the day. The time allotted to the wh^U 
of our public services is only a small portion of the 
Lord's-day, and leaves us ample opportunity for 
intercourse with our families, together with private 
meditation and prayer. 

YI. Make all your resolutions in Divine 

STRENGTH. 

In a matter which so deeply concerns the Divine 
honour, and is so connected with our best welfare, it 
is*important that our plans be formed upon scriptural 
principles. The prayer of the Psalmist should be 
the petition of all: "Hold up my goings in thy 
paths that my footsteps slip not" (Psa. xvil 5,^ 
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There is naturally the strongest aversion to God and 
his service, and even where grace exists, it will need 
constant and prayerful watchfulness. Without the 
assistance of the Divine Spirit all our resolutions to 
honour the sanctuary, and to reverence its solemnities 
wiU be so many broken reeds. " The Spirit of God 
maketh the reading, but especially the preaching of 
the "Word an effectual means of convincing and con- 
verting sinners, and of building them up in holiness 
and comfort through faith unto salvation."* The 
Holy Spirit can alone enlighten our darkness, and 
help our manifold infirmities to worship Gkni With- 
out his assistance and blessing our worship will be 
carnal and earthly. " The condition of man, after 
the fall of Adam, is such that he cannot turn and 
prepare himseli^ by hi6 own natural strength and 
good works, to faith and 'calling upon God, where- 
fore we have no power to do good works pleasant and 
acceptable to God, without the grace of God, by 
Christ, preventing us, that we have a good will and 
working with us when we have that good wilL"t 
To which part soever, therefore, of the visible church 
you belong, it wiU form your belief that human 
strength^ and even the best resolves^ are perfect 
weakness without the Holy Spirit To His gracious 
blessing the writer commends you, " who is able to 
keep you from falling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy." 

* Assembly's Catechism. f Article X, Church of England. 
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(Jude 24.) Our earthly SabbatKs are passing away 
with the rapidity of lightning — ^week after week 
they wing their flight into eternity — ^whether we 
honour or desecrate them they lay at the footstool of 
Grod a record of our deeds. Soon the strongest shall 
no more go to the place of the holy; our pew will be 
vacant, our voice silent, and though the Sabbath- 
day shall dawn, as it is wont, and bells chime as 
usual, we shall have done with the worship of God 
on earth. The Sabbath is not our " rest ;" it is but 
a briel^ though grateful pause amidst the tumult of 
this huge Babylon. "There remaineth a rest for 
the people of God " (Heb. iv. 9) ; and to some who 
read these pages Jesus may be now saying, " I wili* 

NOT DRINK HENCEFORTH OP THIS FRUIT OF THE VINE 
UNTIL THAT DAY WHEN I DRINK IT NEW WITH YOU 

IN MY Father's kingdom." (Matt, xxvi 29.) 
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CHAPTEE VL 

THE UPPER SANCTUARY. 



"Feast after feast thus comes and passes by ; 
Tet, passing, points to the glad feast above^ 
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy. 

The Lamb's great bridal-feast of bliss and love. 



Heaven is the place of which the Sabbath and the 
sanctuary are only dim shadows and imperfect types< 
It is the end of our sorrows — ^the perfection of our 
worship — ^the consummation of our bliss. Sweet is 
the thought, that when engaged in the public service 
of God in his house we are in harmony with heaven. 
That is the realm of ceaseless joy and song, where 
the worship flags not and the praises never grow 
weary. Now there are certain features of heavenly 
worship which, if devoutly meditated upon, are 
calculated to raise and quicken our devotions in the 
church below. Oh ! that we could catch some of the 
tones that linger around the lyres of the saved I 
some of the strains that warble from immortal 
tongues ! Come ! Holy Spirit ! widen our views, 
elevate our affections, and kindle the flame of 
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heavenly love upon the altar of our cold hearts, that^ 
gazing upon the pure worship of the upper sanctuary, 
we may love thee more and serve thee better on 
earth. 

The worshippers of heaven form a vast multitude. 
All the representations of the heavenly state lead us 
to believe, that the Saviour will not be satisfied with 
a small minority of our race, but that the redeemed 
will be countless as the sands on the sea shore, and 
more numerous than the drops of morning dew^ 
Sinners are to flock to Christ as doves to their 
windows — " a nation is to be bom at once." (Isa. 
Ixvi 8.) The heathen are to be given to Christ for 
his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for his possession. (Psa. ii 8.) Jesus is to see of 
the travail of his soid and be satisfied. (Isa. liii. 11.) 
These glorious predictions cannot be accomplished 
unless God's provision of mercy in the gospel be 
disseminated far as the curse is found, and the 
triumphs of the cross infinitely exceed the ravaged 
of sin. Opening the inspired volume we hear the be- 
loved disciple say, "I beheld, and lo, a great multitude 
which no man coidd number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands ; and cried with a 
loud voice, saying. Salvation to our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." (Eev# 
viL 9.) 

They worship God in numbers above^ and in thia 
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respect lie should be honoured below; multitudes 
should reverence his sanctuary — high and low, rich 
and poor, old men and maidens, should join in 
Divine service, until the grand idea be realized of 
" a nation at prayers'^ But oh ! how poor such a 
spectacle — ^how tame worship like this compared 
with the congregation before the throne, and the song 
of Moses and the Lamb which they sing. With all 
the majesty of rolling waters that song fills the vast- 
concave of heaven; — ^now it sinks to softness whilst 
out of the mouth of glorified "babes and sucklings God 
perfects praise;" then comes the glorious soprano 
of virgins who have not defiled themselves ; and 
anon all heaven is hushed to hear the solitary song 
of one who has come out of great tribulation, and 
washed her robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb; — and hark ! whilst now, gloriously 
bursts out heaven's highest minstrelsy, as chorus 
answers to chorus, and one nation of the redeemed to 
another saying, " Amen : Blessing, and glory, and 
wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and 
might, be unto our Grod for ever and ever. Amen." 
(Kev. vii. 12.) 

Amongst this multitude may be recognised some 
from every country and clime. 

The gates of the New Jerusalem face the four 
points of the compass : " On the east three gates, on 
the north three gates, on the south three gates, and 
on the west three gates" (Eev. xxi 13) ; for "many 
>sha]l come from the east and west, and shall sit 
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down with. Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob in the 
kingdom of heaven." (Matt, viii 11.) Eealization 
of Christ's true Church ! There is the European, 
boasting the freedom of no mean city; the Jew, 
looking on him whom be had pierced; the Lap- 
lander, clothed in garments whiter than the snows 
unid which he lived and died ; the Turk, purged 
&rom his sensuality; the savage redeemed from his 
idols. Amongst them also may be seen the Arab from 
iihe scorching desert, the senator from the parliament, 
the peasant from the cottage, the sailor from his 
leek, the soldier from his camp — ^all radiant in the 
stainless splendour of the land of light, they form 
the nations of the redeemed, part of that multitude 
wrhich no man can number ! Ah ! dear reader, 
apon that multitude thou mayest be casting an 
mxious eye to see who of thine are there ! And 
forms are amongst them that once bore thy name, 
md lips are there that once thou didst fondly kiss, 
jinging the high praises of Jehovah. They see us not, 
but fEiith realizes their presence ; and we long for 
she time when we shall join hands, and hearts, and 
iroices with them. They once sat with us in the 
janctuary on earth, and when some familiar tune or 
lynm is sung, we can almost imagine them still by 
)ur side ; but iax from this world of sin, " they 
ire before the throne of Ood, and serve him day 
ind night in his temple'' (Eev. vii 15.) Oh ! 
ihat after worshipping our God in his sanctuary, 

F 
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we may be gathered to the countless throng, and so 
shall we be for ever with the Lord ! 

Those who worship on high stand in the immediate 
jjresence of Ghd* No longer outer-court worshippeiSj 
excluded from the most holy place, they have entered 
within the veil, whither Christ their forerunner has 
for them entered. No more seeing through a glass 
darkly — no more serving him by imperfect means 
and ordinances — ^no more beholding him in shadows 
and symbols, they see Jesus " as he is," and serve 
him with full and immortal powers. The temple on 
earth resembles the upper sanctuary^ since it is the 
house of God where his people meet to render him 
most worthy homage. But oh! how imperfect is 
the best service we offer here. Sin obscures our 
vision, unbelief paralyzes our faith, and worldly 
thoughts too often withdraw our minds from heavenly 
and Divine contemplation. In yonder world of 
light, however, they do always behold the fece of 
their Father. God, in the person of his Son, is the 
absorbing object of beatific vision, and with no im- 
pediment to their devotion, they present holy and 
ceaseless worship. 

But how do they stand before God? Just in the 
same character in which spiritual worshippers appear 
before him on earth — as dnnersy washed in the blood 
and justified by the merits of the Lord Jesus. 
Whether forming part of the church here, or belong- 
ing to that congregation that is without fault before 
the throne, we cannot divest ourselves of our char- 
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acter as sinners, but what should inspire our songs 
here, and wiU tune our harps hereafter, is, that our 
sin has been rolled away, and that Jesus bore its 
penalty on the accursed tree ; hence " worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain" is the song of the church 
militant and the key-note of the church triumphant. 

None can read the sublime descriptions given in 
the word of God, of the upper sanctuary, and not be 
impressed with the reverential awe with which saints 
and angels worship the Lamb upon the throne. Not 
one in all that vast multitude has a wandering eye 
or a vacant heart. There are no thoughtless 
worshippers in heaven! See, they fall upon the 
golden pavement. They take off their starry crowns 
and lay them at the Saviour's feet, whilst " Thou art 
worthy" issues from every lip ; even the seraphim, as 
they pass the throne, veil their faces with their wings 
and cry, « Holy ! holy ! holy ! Lord God !" It is 
not the reverence of fear, but of love — there is no 
embarrassing restraint, but calm, heartfelt filial awe. 
What a contrast does heavenly worship present to 
that which is too often called such on earth. The 
one how glowing, the other how cold ! the one how 
exalted, the other how grovelling ! the one how 
reverent, the other how frequently profane. 

The unity of heavenly worship is also a beautiful 
thought. Not a single stray note is heard in all its 
harmony — not a single lagging footstep in all its 
sacred courts. Without haste or confusion, majestic 
in the order which pervades the thronging myriads 
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that worship, Tises as &oni the Jteart of one m 
Nor will any of the redeemed be wanUng wl 
God shall at last moke up his jewels ; for were 1 
one away, heaven's worship could not procei 
heaven's songs would be stopped 1 AH ahaU 
present, thai the body of Christ may be perfect, o 
hu worship complete. 

The service of God on earth must necessaiily 
imperfect, a portion only of the church worah 
here — a part only of our fiunilies meet in Hm aa 
tuaiy ; in tliis world our noblest aongs are in 
minor key, our harps often hnng upon the willowi 
we sing the " Lord's song in a strange land," for 
sorrows of life lie heavy at the heart like piisoi 
in a duuguon, wc can hear above ns the joy 
ftvitivity and song, and sometimes imagine that 
catt'h the sound of voices long since muffled in de« 
inviting us to "come up hither" and share their bl 
Christian worshipper ! soon it shall be so^ tiie d 
of thy prison-house shall be flnng wide open, i 
lik<^ iKiseph, thou shall be brought into the preee: 
of tho kin^. and with the "sacramental hoet 
*i\yi"s dtvt" sliall six-nd a ha(>py eitdless day. 

li))t iho chii'f dt'li^hl tif Oio redeemed ctmsists 

TDK HKHOlJIIXi; OFTBF FACE OF JKCS. In heAv^en 

jjl.irifiM hnrnMiiiy is juvn — that K«dy which hi 
uivm ihp vj\«s. aK.i in which he atwe from i 
IvwiK liMhiinj; ca-.'^iviiy fts-.iCTA. "We dosiiv to 
.l.vsws itt his h.->»iiio .in iiariik boi .>a acecwnt of 1 
)N^nu}t^'« .i;" ,iur nMsrc »f ;ftV!a«in> heboid h 



THE UPPER SANCTUARY. 69 

not ; but in the heavenly land they gaze upon 
him with rapturous delight, they see Vn'm of whom 
they have read, to whom they have prayed, in whom 
they have trusted, whose sweet name was the first 
they heard in childhood, and the last that cheered 
them in the dark valley of the shadow of death. 
" Father, I will (says Jesus), that they also, which 
thou hast given me, be with me where I am, that 
they may behold my glory" (John xviL 24.) 

Overflowing cup of joy! height of perfection! 
Jesus loves to meet his people in the ordinances of 
his earthly temple^ but desires, and most ardently 
longs for the time when they shall behold his glory 
— ^the glory of his unveiled deity, of his glorified 
humanity — that glory to which, as Mediator, his 
Father has advanced him. 

Who can conceive the transcendent glory of 
Chrisfs face in heaven ? Earth presents us with 
some forms of loveliness and grandeur, but none 
comparable to this. The day spreading itself upon 
the mountains — the rainbow spanning land and sea 
— ^the effulgence of starry night, are some of its 
glorious wonders ; but how poor, unworthy, and 
dim, are these compared with his face. One who 
beheld thus describes it : " Behold, a throne was set 
in heaven, and one sat on the throne ; and he that 
sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine 
stone : and there was a rainbow round about the 
throne, in sight like unto an emerald." (Kev. iv. 
2, 3.) To see Jesus is the great end of all Christian 
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ordinances ; they are the glass in whicb. we behold 
him who is "fairer than the children of men" — ^but 
here we gaze upon him darkly, there without a 
cloud. There is reason to believe that Jesus will 
be seen in heaven, as he should always be on earth; 
in the light of his atonement, he appears there " a 
lamb as it had been slain" (Eev. v. 6.) Jesus 
will always be viewed in the light of his cross, and 
thus the wondrous tale of redeeming grace and 
dying love will be perpetuated to untold ages. The 
only difference in this respect between earthly and 
heavenly worshippers is, we look upon that Lamb 
with an eye of faith, they behold him face to face ; 
we regard him as he was, they look upon him as he 
is. Yet, there is a glorious oneness between both 
— they have one Father, one Head, are baptized into 
one Spirit, and will at last be gathered into one 
famUy home. 

There is one grand feature, however, in the worship 
of the skies that it will be for ever. The festival is 
unending — ^the rest eternal. Nor will the dread of 
entering again a cold, selfish world creep over us ; 
for this world, with its anxious cares, its wasting 
toil, its daily dull routine, will have passed away, all 
things will become new. The holiest Sabbaths on 
earth are soon gone — ^the vision we have of eternal 
things is brief and &ding, for as soon as we rise to 
God in the devotions of the sanctuary, we are 
imperatively summoned back to the trials and 
TexaUcma of our present state. Heaven's Sabbath, 
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however, knows no evening! there is tw night there I 
Our powers, too, will be fitted for immortal service. 
Disease will not hinder our devotion, for we shall 
" no more say we are sick " (Isa. xxxiii. 24) ; 
affliction will not start the bitter tear, for there shall 
be " neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be 
anymore pain." (Rev. xxL 4.) Bereavement shall 
not rob us, for there shall be no more death." " The 
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed 
them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of 
waters, and Qod shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes'' (Rev. vii 17.) 

Reader 1 Do you love and reverence the house of 
God on earth ? If not, how can you hope to be 
happy in the upper sanctuary ] Heaven is a pre» 
pared place for a prepared people. 

There is a fitness for the skies — a meetness for the 
inheritance of the saints in light, and without that 
meetness the worship of heaven would he a>s intolerable 
as the services of the house of God are now irksome. 
Everything about us is adapted to tfie condition of 
its being. It is so with the birds of the air — ^the fish 
of the sea — the cattle of the earth, and if removed 
from their respective element they languish and die. 
The same principle applies to man — ^his happiness 
springs from a mutual fitness between himself and 
his circumstances. And let it be seriously pondered 
that a heart not in harmony with spiritual worship 
would be supremely miserable though heaven were 
its home and angels its companions. Hence the 
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love we bear to the sanctuary on earth and the 
reverence with which we regard its services, may be 
regarded as an indication of our present fitness for 
the upper sancttiary. 

If we tread Grod*s earthly courts with reluctant 
feet — ^if our presence there is late aaid irregular, and 
our worship careless and profane, we can give no 
plainer evidence of our unfitness for the nobler 
service and purer homage of the skies. 

How delightful the thought of the oneness of 
Chrisfs church, consisting of the saints on earth 
and those in glory ; though they worship in different 
places they make but one communion, and in all the 
grand elements of their worship are identical. Oh ! 
did we more frequently realize this thought the 
sanctuary would oftener become to us, not only the 
"house of God," but also the "gate of heaven," 
through which we should hold intercourse with the 
general assembly and church of the firstborn. !N"or 
doQs the variety of our ritual destroy this oneness. 
Our altars may not be the same in construction — 
our language may be diverse — our modes of worship 
different; but being members of the one glorious 
Head and approaching the throne by that " new and 
living way," through which we all have access by 
one spirit to the Father, there is an indissoluble 
bond uniting each to one another and all to the 
heart of God, 

Amongst the delightful anticipations of the future 
it is not the least to know that a period is hastening 
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on when the worship of Jehovah on earth will he 
pure and universal. " It shall come to pass in the 
last days, that the mountain of the Lord's house 
shall be established in the top of the mountains, and 
shaU be exalted above the hills, and all nations shall 
flow into it ; and many people shall go and say, Come, 
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to 
the house of the God of Jacob ; and he will teach us 
of his ways, and we will walk in his paths ; for out 
of Zion shall go forth a law, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem." (Isa. ii 2, 3.)' At pre- 
sent darkness covers the earth and gross darkness 
the people ; idolatry with its obscene rites enthrals 
its millions — superstition still forges its gloomy 
fetters to enslave the minds and consciences of men 
—a mystic transcendentalism still bows before a deity 
of its own creation — a practical atheism prevails on 
all sides of us, and even the worship of the true God 
is fearfully characterized hj formality and irreverence. 
But the time approaches when it shall be said, " Bel 
boweth down, Nebo stoopeth" (Isa. xlvi 1), when 
every false worship shall be destroyed — ^when the 
various systems of religion which have found currency 
in the world shaU succumb to the glorious gospel of 
the blessed God, and earth's myriads, possessors of a 
glorious franchise, shall worship the God of heaven 
by the light of truth and in the beauties of holiness. 
To the spiritual eye how cheering the prospect of 
a world possessing the knowledge of the one living 
and true God, and presenting him a homage worthy 
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of his nature — the vast globe a temple filled with 
holy devout worshippers ! 

Such a consummation should enlist the fervent 
prayers of the entire church. It behoves all earnest 
Christians to maintain and exhibit the spirituality of 
Divine worship and the sanctity due to the spot 
where it is celebrated ; for only let these be regarded 
as subordinate and the visible church of Christ would 
soon dwindle and cease to exist. 

The public means of grace are intended to be the 
channel of spiritual communication with a world 
dead in trespasses and sins. They are the streams 
which, flowing through the sanctuary, are to make the 
desert rejoice and blossom as the rose. It is therefore 
of the highest moment that its services should be 
conducted upon those principles most likely to secure 
the Divine approbation and to promote the weKare 
of mankind. We maintain, therefore, that in order 
to render them efficient and beautiful they should be 
performed in " spirit and in truth," combined with 
unity and reverence. 

May God increase our love to his house and its 
service ! Living as we do in an age of intellectual 
energy, of political progress and social changes, may 
nothing weaken our attachment to his venerable 
worship ! Long may our sanctuaries stand, like 
palaces built for God ! Ever may they be filled 
with a pure, spiritual gospel ! The church worship- 
ping within their walls constitutes the safeguard of 
a nation. The prayers of goodmen — ^the supplications 



THE UPPER SANCTUARY. 75 

of devout hearts are as the oxygen of the atmosphere 
— ^the salt of the earth ; hut for them justice would 
punish and destroy where mercy now pleads. The 
rain of fire could not fall upon Sodom whilst 
righteous Lot was in its midst, or whilst Abraham 
prayed for its preservation. And the public recogni- 
tion of Jehovah in his temple has, without doubt, 
much to do with a country's peace and prosperity. 
Where now are the once mighty nations of antiquity f 
They have passed away like a dream and left but a 
name upon the. historic page. The secret of their 
decline was, that "when they knew Ood, they 
glorified him not 05 God.^^ (Kom. i 21.) Elated 
with prosperity, proud in the consciousness of their 
physical prowess, they forgot him who is equally 
the God of nations as of individuals, hence a blight 
and a blast fell upon them — ^they melted as the 
fix)stwork before the sun — " Ichabod" was inscribed 
on all their grandeur and glory. And, if we would 
see our country free, happy, and prosperous, it can 
only be in proportion as the house of Grod is prized 
and his worship observed. Our real strength consists, 
not in our splendid literature, nor in our powerfiil 
fleets, nor in the general wisdom aud inteUigence of 
our people, but in a devout recognition of God, in 
the public ordinances of his house and of his day. 
" Happy is that people that is in such a case : yea, 
happy is that people whose God is the Lord" (Psa. 
cxliv. 15.) 

We place the sanctuary tJieny in a position of 
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pre-eminence above any other y not because it possesses 
any intrinsic sanctity, but because it is the dwelling- 
place of the Most HigL "We regard 'Divine worship 
as incumbent upon individuals and countries — as a 
solemn duty, the performance of which ensures 
personal and national blessings, and we prayerfully 
urge upon all Christians the obligation and advantage 
of early attendance upon the services of the temple, 
as one of the best means for promoting the Divine 
honour and glory. If Jehovah is to be honoured at 
all let him have the earliest of our time, and let the 
noblest of our powers be consecrated to his services. 
He who aforetime commanded that the lame should 
not be offered in sacrifice stiU refuses the homage of 
those whose halting feet and Jieartless service profane 
his sanctuary, holy Spirit of God ! source of all 
light and love, who canst alone make our worship 
acceptable to the Father, impart to thy church thy 
gracious quickening influences, by which she shaD. 
become a praying church, full of faith and having 
power with God. Hasten the time when the true 
worship of Jehovah shall be universally celebrated 
— "Thy kingdom comb. Thy will be done in 

EARTH, AS IT IS IN HeAVEN." (Matt vL 10.) 
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WOBKS PUBLISHED BY JTTBD AND GLASS. 
324pp. Cloth, 4s. PosUfree. 

THE CONGREGATIONAL PULPIT.-Vol. I. 

CONTENTS. 

" A Plea for Printed Sennons."— Preface by the EDITOR. 
1.— "The Eye of God upon our Way."— Rev. J. LEIF- 
CHILD, D.D. 
"Death of Dr. Beaumont*'— Rev. Dr. BURNS. 
2.^" Homage of Reason and Conscience to the Facts of the 
Christian Religion."— Rev. Dr. JOHN HOPPUS. 
** Is it such a Fast as I have chosen ? ' '—Rev. NEWMAN 
HALL, B.A. 
3.— "Christ Crucified."— Rev. J. BALDWIN BROWN. 

" An Appeal to Young Men."— Rev. J. VINEY. 
4.— "The Cross our War Standard."— Rev. JOHN 
KENNEDY, M.A. 
" The Memorial of Enoch."— Rev. JOHN CLUNIE. 
5.^" God Incarnate."— Rev. JOHN HALL, of Brixton. 
"Christian Service and its Rewards." — Rev. JAMES 
FLEMING. 
6.—" The Detector of the Heart"— Rev. Dr. BURDER. 
"The Evils and Cure of a Divided Heart"— Rev. 

JOHN WATSON. 
" Christ's Throne and the Saints' Crown."— Rev. T. W. 
JENKYN, D.D. 
7.—" Independency."— Rev. THOMAS TOLLER. 

"The Palace and its Inscription." — Rev. JOSEPH 
PARKER. 
8.—" The Process of Purification."— Rev. W. G. BARRETT. 
" The Present Relationship and Future Prospects of the 
Faithful."— Rev. H. P. BOWEN. 
9. — " Innovation and Conservatism in Matters of Religion." 
—Rev. T. G. HORTON. 
" To whom shall we go ? or the Disciples' Reasons for 
Cleaving to Jesus."— Rev. ISAAC JENNINGS. 
10. — " The Present Times : some of their Aspects and Les- 
sons."— Rev. F. J. FALDING, M.A. 
"The Bright Light in the Clouds."— Rev. JOHN 
LOCKWOOD, B.A. 

The Numbers can be had separately, post-free, on receipt 
of Four Stamps: or Four Numbers for Twelve Stamps. 

VIM BRIDGE STREET AND GRAT's INN ROAD, 



WOBXS PT7BLIBHSD BT JUDD AND GLASS. 
400pp. Cloth, 48. Pott.fiee, 

THE CONGEEGATIONAL PULPIT.-VoI. H. 

%* In addition to Two or more Sermoni flrom the Manuscripts of their 
Antbors, Four or Six Pages of each Number are devoted to tlie Review of 
Biblical Llteratore, and of Works connected in any way with the latMora 
of the PulpiL 

CONTENTS. 

11— "The Jew."— Rev. THOMAS RAFFLES, D.D. 

** The Fatherhood of God."— Rev. T. AVELING. 
12. — "God's Word Magnified ahove his Name." — Rev. J. 
BALDWIN BROWN, B.A, 
" The Holy Spirit in Regeneration."— Rev. D. WATT. 
13. — " The Christ hecoming the Guest of the Sinner." — Rev. 
W. URWICK, D.D. 
" The Prospects of Universal Peace among the Nations." 
—Rev. THOMAS COLEMAN. 
14,«-«The End of the World."— Rev. T. G. HORTON* 

"The Breadth of God's Commandment."— Rey. E. 
MELLOR. 
15.—'* The ChUd's Heart"— Rev. HENRY ALLON. 

"The Climax of Wonders."- Rev. H. E. THOMAS. 
16.—** The Spiritual Temple."— Rev. J. LEIFCHILD. 

« The Father's Beneficence."— Rev. J. G. MANLY. 
17.—" Crucified with Christ"- Rev. G. W. CONDER. 

" Miracles in Nature and Miracles in Grace Contrasted." 
Rev. R. BEST. 
18.-^" A Devotional Spirit"— Rev. J. HARRIS, D.D. 

"The Evidences of True Religion."— Rev. J. M. 
CHARLTON, M.A. 
19. — " Man Deprived of all Human Help that he might seek 
Help in God alone."— Rev. T. THOMAS. 
" A Christian's Triumph over Death and the Grave."— 
Rev. JAMES MIRAMS. 
20.—** The True Growth of Manhood."— Rev. J. SPENCE. 

** The Prosperous Church."— Rev. T. JOWETT. 
21.—" Divine Mercy."— Rev. JOHN KELLY. 

** The Inheritance of Moral Manhood."— Rev. JOSEPH 
PARKER. 
22.—** Charity greater than Faith or Hope."— Rev. JOHN 
HOPPUS, LL.D. 

The Numbers can be had separately, post-freBf on receipt of 
Four Stamps ; or Four Numbers for Twelve Stamps. 
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W0BE8 PUBLISHED BT JU9D AKD GLAflS. 
400pp, Clotb, 4s. Pott-free, (Vol. I, New Series.) 

THE CON&EE&ATIONAL PULPrT-Yd. m. 

*«* In addition to Foar SeniMmB. and oopiou BiUtoal BeTiewa, eadi 
Xlamber contains firom Foor to Eight Original Oatlinea. 

CONTENTS. 

With Portrait of Rev. W. Landels. 

28.—" The End of Life."— Rev. W. LANDELS. 
** The Value attached to Life."— Rev. J. HILL. 
'< Life snd Immortality brought to Light by Jesus 

Christ."— Rev. T. G. HORTON. 
** The Marvellous Combinatioiu"- Rev. R. P. ERLE. 
BACH. 
Outlines. — The Feast of Tabernacles — ^The Barren Fig- 
Tree— The Condescenskm of Christ — Christ the Way. 

24.— •* The Dying Christian."— Rev. J. S. PEARS ALL. 
•*« Perfect Peace."— Rev. FRED. LEONARD, LL.B. 
*' Hope and Praise."- Rev. WALTER SCOTT. 
" Why does the Gospel failof Success?"— Rev. R.HAN- 
COCK. 
OaTLiNBs. — The Respective Claims of Caesar and of God 
Adjusted — Striving for Holiness and Hoping fbr Mercy 
—Christ the Life— The Day of God— The Church. 

25.—" Against Weariness in Well-doing."— Rev. J. VINET. 
" God*s Teaching and Human Indocility." — Rev. R 

SIMPSON* 
" Christ's Promise to Nathaniel."— Rev. J. VINE. 
"The Saviour's New Commandment." — Rev. E. 
MORLEY. 
Outlines. — Justification by Faith— Faith in Christ — God's 
Elect Servant. — Reviews, &c. 

26.—" The Frailty of Man."— Rev. THOS. AVELING. 

*« The River of Life."— Rev. JOHN GRAHAM. 

"The Last Invitation."— Rev. JOHN GRAHAM. 

" The Priesthood of Christ contrasted with that imder 
the Mosaic department"— Rev. THOS. STYLES. 
Outlines. — Christ the Truth — ^The Second Advent. 

27.— "Christ's Successors in Hm Worid."— Rev. T. G 
HORTON. 
" Divine Reserve ; or, Christianity in Relation ta taa 
Mental Moods.' —Rev. JOSEPH PARKER. 
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WORKS PUBLISHED BT JVJ>D AlTD GLiSS. 

27, continued, — "Dangers of Negatire Theology.**— Rct. 
NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 
" The State of Grace."— Rev. R. MACBRAIR, M.A. 
OtJTLTNEs. — The Grace and Spirit of Adoption — Conversion, 
as Exemplified in the Case of Paul — The Winning of Souls 
— Self- Control — The Suffering of Christ — Reviews, &c. 
28.—'* The Cross of Christ of none EflTect"— Rev. SAMUEL 
MARTIN. 
"Mutual Benediction.**— Rev. H. CHRISTOPHER- 
SON. 
" God's Remedy for the Moral Disease of the Soul.'*— • 

Rev. H. P. BOWEN. 
" The Dew of Christ's Youth.'*— Rev. A. DUFFY. 
" Heaven."— Rev. T. G. HORTON. 
Outline. — Mutual Necessity; or, Why Saints are left to 
Sojourn in this Sinful World. — Reviews, &c. 

The Numhers can he had separately, foiUfree on receipt of 
Seven Stamps ; or Two Numhers for Twelve Stamps. 



400pp. Cloth, 48. Po$ufree. (YoL II, New Series.) 

THE CONGBEOATIGNAL FDLFH.-VoL IV. 

*«* In addition to Foot Sermons, and copious BiWcal Reviews, each 
Number contains firom Four to Eight Original Outlines. 

CONTENTS. 

With Portraits of the Revs. T. Llotd, Dr. Wills, W. M. 
Statham, H. p. Bowbn, R. M. Macbrair, and Henry 
Christopherson. ....... 

29. — ^**The Great Argument of the Resurrection.*' — Rev. 
THOMAS LLOYD. 
*' The Rest of Heaven, an Incentive to Work on Earth." 

—Rev. J. C. HARRISON. 
« Shadows of Good Things to Come.**— Rev. P. HOOD. 
Outlines. — The Christian's Clothings — The Believer's Lovt 
to God — A Trinity of Privileges — Grace the Deliverer 
from the Bondage of Sin. — Reviews, &c. 
80. — " Happiness connected with Obedience to the Law of 
Christ."— Rev. S. WILLS, D.D. 
" TheSong of Moses and the Lamb."— Rev. E. LORD. 
" The Sealing of the Spirit.'*— Rev. THOS. JOWETT. 
** The Reign of Grace viewed in Relation to the Work of 
Righteousness.**— Rev. JOHN JUKES. 
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OUTLINES. — Tht Tett of LoTfr— Importunity in Prayer- 
Obedient Lo7e bringing Fulness of Joy — The Nature and 
Benefits of Seeking God. — Reriews, &c. 
«1.— "The Impossibility of Religious NeutraUty."— Rev. 
JOHN STOUGHTON. 
•* The Magna CharU of God's Kmgdom.— Re?. T. G. 

HORTON. 
" The Temple; or, Ancient Art-Treasures* Exhibitions." 

Rev. J. W. C. DRANE. 
<* All Things pertaining to Life and Godliness given 
unto the Saints."— Rev. HENRY aUICK. 
Outlines. — Salvation by Grace — Tidings from a Far 
Country — The Great Campaign — The D^erenoe between 
Saints and Sinners — The Connection between Faith, Know- 
ledge, and the Means of Grace. — Reviews, &c 
32.—** Religion and Business."— Rev. S. GOODALL. 
«* The Final Resurrection."— Rev. T. WALLACE. 
** The Blessedness of the Dead who Die in the Lord." — 

Rev. J. F. JAMES. 
" On Proving God."— Rev. J. WINSOR SAMPSON. 
Outlines. — The Social Principles of Christianity, No. 1, 2, 
and 8. — Living Epistle»— Spiritual Husbandry. — Reviews, 
&o. 
S3.—** England's Faults and India's Claims."— Rev. THOS. 
AVELING. 
** Sorrow for the Slain." — " The Cause and Cure of the 

Indian Mutiny."— Rev. T. G. HORTON. 
«* Britain's Tears over India's Woes."— Rev. J. VINET. 
Outlines. — Self-dedication to God — The Great Intercessor's 
Power to Save — Saints in Sardis ; or, Eminent Piety and 
its Reward — Learning of Christ— A Good Hope Distin- 
guished — The Ruler of his Spirit better than the Taker of a 
City— The Promise of the Father— The Portion of God's 
Children.'^— Reviews, &c. 
34.—*' Precious Promises."— Rev. E. LORD. 

«* Death as the Christian's Sleep."— Rev. J. SIMPSON. 
** The Earth God's Gift."— Rev. CHA8. WILLIAMS. 
**The Gladness of a Religious Revival."— Rev. £. 
CRISP. 
Outlines. — Sacrificial Obedience — Personal Responsibility 
—She Sinner's Hope — The Leprosy of Sin, and its Cure— 
The Prayer of a Penitent — Extended Years ; or, the Advan- 
tages of Age and Experience -Spiritual Preaching.— 
Reviews, &c. 
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WOBXS PUBLISHSD BY SUS» ASD 6LAfl8» 

Just Published. Cloth antique. 

Containing the substance of upwards of One Hundrbb 
Discourses. Price 4s. 

HEADS OF SESMONS KADE TO BEACH THE 
HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE. 

BY A METHODIST PREACHER. 

Now first printed just as he wrote them ; showing what helped 
to do the work of Methodism more than fifty years ago. 

*' For the Sermons they heard, if not highly polished, left effects ndileli 
were as goads, and as nails fiutened in a sure place by the hand of ths 
Master of the AssembUes.**— j&ote JSeo. W, Jayy on the Early MSOhodiKts. 



THIRD EDITION. JUST PUBLISHED. 

264 pp. Croufn Svo. Cloth, 2t. 6d. Paper Covers, Is, 6d. 

» ' 

The Cheap Edition supplied, in quantities not less than 100| at 
Is. per Copy, upon application to the Publishers. 

HELPS TO truth-seekers; 

AN EXPOSITION AND A DEFENCE 
By the Rev. JOSEPH PARKER^ Banbury. 

In this work a insw viKW of the question, " Is it Possible t« 
make the Best of Both Worlds" is given. 

The aim of the volume is to lead the truth-seeker through 
the most popular objections of Modem Scepticism, and to es- 
tablish his heart and intellect in the great principles of the 
Oospel. It is intended for Sunday £iho(d Teachers, CSty 
Missionaries, and all who are wishM to be able to give "a 
reason '' for their feaih. and hope. 

NEW BBIDGB STBJBET AND OBAT's IKK BOAD, 



W0BX8 FtrBSUBBD BT lUDD AND GLAfS, 
Feap. Svo. CMh giU. Price It, 6d. 

EABLT AT THE TEXPLE; 

OK, 

REVERENCE FOR THE SANCTUARY 

SHOHnr BY ATTENSAlfCE AX THE COHMENGEHSNT OV 

DIYINB WOBSHIP. 

By the Rey. HENRT GILL, Havehhill. 
Demy ISmo. Price 6d,, Cloth It. 

THE SUDDEN SUXKOITS: 

ITS VOICE TO THE DISCIPLE AUD TO THE tnn>ECIDBS. 
By the Rer. Tf ILLIAM H. DYER. 

Fcap Svo. PrUe It. 6d. 

POETBT, WOUEN AND CHILDBEN. 

By FIDELIS. 
Royal S2mo. Cloth gilt, Sd. 

HEATH BLOSSOmS; or, Eleanor and Maria. 

BytheReT. W. R. NOBLE. 
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WOKKS FUBLISItBD BT JUBB KSJ) 0LAA8. 

Just Published. Price 20s. with Coloured Chart 
4iQ0pp., Demy 8vo. 

ALTAB SINS; or, the Eucharistic Errors of 

England. 

By Ihe Rev. EDWARD MUSCUTT. 



Handsomely produced in Post 8vo. Price 4i§. 

POEMS. 

By EDWARD CHARLES MOGRIDOB» 
Youngest Son of t^ ]ate Old HumfhrbY. 



Foolscap Svo. Price Zs.. 6d. 

DECISION AND CONSISTENCY; 

Exemplified and Honoured in the Histoxy of Daniel and hb 

Three Friends. 

By THOMAS COLEMAN. 
Goth gilt. Square l6mo. Price 28. 6d. 

BLIND AMOS & HIS VELVET PRINCIPLES; 

OB, 

PROVERBS AND PARABLES FOR THE 

YOUNG FOLK. 

By the Rev. E. PAXTON HOOD. 
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W0BK8 PI3BLI8HED BY JUDD AND GLASS. 
Jutt PubUthed, Crown Svo. Cloth, Price U. 6d, 

THE FOOTPEINTS OF JESUS. 

(SECOKB SEBIES.) 

By the Rev. GEORGE ALBERT ROGERS, M.A., 

Incumbent of St Luke's, HoUoway. 

OONTEKTB: — 



Jesub near Tyre. 
Jesus in Bethsaida. 
Jesus Transfigured. 
Jesus near Tabor. 
Jesus Paying Tribute. 
Jesus Healing the Samaritan 
Leper. 



Jesus in a 'Village. 

Jesus near Jericho. 

Jesus Acquitting the Guilty. 

Jesus Teaching to Pray. 

Jesus Raising the Widow's 

Son. 
Jesus in Bethany.' 



Jutt PubUthed. Second Edition, Crown ^90,, Cloth. Priee U.6d 

THE FOOTPEINTS OF JESUS. 

(FIBST SEBIES) 

By the Rev. GEORGE ALBERT ROGERS, MJL 



OOD TESTS: — 



Jesus in Bethlehem. 
Jesus in Egypt. 
Jesus in Nazareth. 
Jesus in Jordan. 
Jesus in the Wilderness. 
Jesus in Cana. 



Jesus in tiie Temple. 
Jesus at Jacob's Well. 
Jesus in Sychar. 
Jesus at Bethsaida. 
Jesus in Capernaum. 
Jesus on the Sea. 



%* The above are also issued as complete Tracts, at One 
Penny each, — 60,000 of which have been ciroolated recently. 
Upon direct application to Jtjdd & Glass, large numbers are 
^applied at a great reduction. 
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-WORKS FT7BIISHED BT JX7DD Ain> «LA88b 
Crown Bvo, cloth. Price Is, 6d. 

An ANALYTICAL index; to the FOUB GOSPELS 
and the ACTS of the APOSTLES. 

Beeigned to facilitate the stady of the Historical Book of 

the New Tefltament. 

By WILLIAM STROUD, M.D., 

Author of "A New Greek Harmony of the Four GbspeUi ;" 
"A Treatise on the Physical Cause of the Death of Christ/' &c. 

Cloih, One SfUUing, In Wrapper, Suepenee* 
UFWABDS 0? OKB THOTJSAin> 

EKENDATIONS of the TEXT of the GBEEE 

TESTAMENT. 

For English Headers. Compiled from TIschendorTs Qreek 

Testament. 

By S. B. ASBUBY, B.A. 
■ i i >l i t i 

Just Published. New and Improved Edition. BeaatifhUy 

Illustrated, 
8f;o.9 Gothfiuth, price 1«. 

COUNSELS TO ATJTHOSS. 

Containing (with numerous lithographic and woodcut illos- 
trations) specimens of type and sizes of paper ; mode of pre* 
paring copy; printers' correction marks; copyright laws; 
hints about binding and advertisements; and a variety of 
reliable information^ indispensable to aU about to print. 



Just PuhUthed, Gratis, and Free by Post, 

PLANS OF PUBLISHING; 

"With useful information for all about to print, 
mew BBIDOE SIKBET, AND OBAT's MV BOAD. 



W0BX8 PUBLISHED BT JITDD AX1> QrUdUL 

ifuat PnbllBlied. Feap. 8t«., Priee as. 6d. Dliistrated with Wood 

Engrayiogs. 

Voices from the Eocks ; or a New Interpretatton ht 
the Phenomena of Geology ; with Strictures on the late 
Hugh Miller's « Testimony of the Rocks.*' 

Just Pabllibod. Second BdltlOB. 41€pp> Crown 8to. Price 4i 

T^cclesiography; or, the Biblical Chiirch Analytically 
Li Delineated. By the Rer. JOHN G. MANLY, of 
Dublin. 

Just PubllBbed. Post 8t& clotb» Price Os. With Portrait on SteeL 

The Autobiography and Literary Eemaina of the late 
Rev. RICHARD COPE, LL.D., formerly Minister of 
Salem Chapel, Wakefield, of Castle Street, Laimceston, and 
recently of New Street, Chapel, Penryn, Cornwall, (Compiled 
from the Doctor's own MSS. by His Son.) 

Just Pablished. Crown Syo., Cloth, 58. 

phrist Our Study; or, a Practical Treatise upon 

yJ Christ in His Official Character. By the Rev. PETER 
M'LACHLAN,«f the Free Church Glasgow. 

The aim of this treatise is to give such a view of Christ's 
Person, Character, and Work, as may help to show His pre- 
ciousness, and the guilt and dwger of those who neglect Him. 

Second and Cheaper Edition. Feap. 8to. Price 28. 6d. 

Italy as I Saw It. Facts and Impressions of a Tour. 
By the Rev. W. SPENCER EDWARDS. 

JmtPabllshed. Cloth gOt. Price tsL 

Heart Effiisions: Being Original Hjrmns and odier 
Pieces. By the Rev. A. GORDON, LL.D. 

•Jnst PabUsbed. laopp. B<^al 32aMk Cloth gOt, priee I& 

Pietas Privata. Daily Prayers for the Closet and the 
Family, with occasional Prayers for Special Occasions. 
By the late ReT. RICHARD COPE, LL.D„ F.R.S., Author 
of the « Domestic Altar," &c &c 

*^* The ahove Prayers are accompanied by a suitable selec 
tion of portions of Scripture and Sacred Poetry. 

JTEW BBIDGB 8XBBET AND GBAT's INK BOAD. 



•WOKKS PDBLISHXD BT JUBD XXD GLABS. 
Jast Pablistied, In Tca^ 8to., witb Engnviagi. Price St. 6d. 

Fckings on the Sea-Shore ; or, GlifEis, Sands, Plants, 
and Animals. A Hand-book for Brighton, Ramsgate^ 
Folkestone, Dover, Hastings, the Isle of Wight, Scarborough, 
and other parts of the Coast. By the Rev. C. WILLIAMS. 

Contents : — 1. Going to the Sea — 2. The Oc8a&--(S. The 
Sea-Beach — 4. Cli/Ts and Caves — 5. Sea- Weeds, Corallines, 
and Corals — 6. Shells and thar Inmates — 7. Shrimps and 
their Relatives — 8. Marine Birds — 9. Fishes — Adventures of 
Fishermen — 10. The Vivarium. 

BY THE SAME ATTTHOB. 

Second Edition, with nomerons lUnstratioos. Feap. Svo,, doth OQt 

Price 2t.6d. 

Clilvershell ; or, the Adventures of an Oyster. 

Jvai Pnbllshed. Demy 8vo., 414])p. Price ISs. 

Essays on the Progressive Development of the Divine 
Purpose in Creation, Providence, Redemption. By the 
Rev. EDWARD GEARE, A.M. 

Just Pablished. Foolscap 8vo.. Cloth gilt Price Ss. 6d. 

nphe Book of Jonah; Illustrated hy Discoveries at 

1 Nineveh. By the Rev. P. S. DESPREZ, B.D., Author 
of "The Apocalypse Fulfilled in tiie Consummation of tfat 
Mosaic Economy, and the coming of the Son of Man ;" 
" Bahylon the- Great neither Rome Pagan, nor Papal, but 
Jerusalem " *' Has the Second Advent already taken place, or 
must we look for another V* &c. 

Post 8vo., pp. 304. Frtee 6s. 

Memorials of a Wife. Dedicated by her Husband to 
their Children. (By PROFESSOR HOPPUS, LL.D., 
F.R.S.) With Photographic Portrait by Pent ok. 

Just Pabliihed. Foolseap Svo. Cloth gilt Price Is. 6d. 

nnhe Gathered Flower : a Memoir of Miss Susanka 

X Bromilet (Daughter of the late Rev. John Bromiley, of 
East Bergholt, Suffolk), with Extracts from her Correspond- 
ence, Diary, and Unpublished Poems; and a Sermon preached 
at Kingsland Congregational Church, on the occasion of her 
Death, by the Rev. T. AVELING. 
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woBxs FUBI1I8HBD BT s\nm axd blasb. 

Crown Sra SOOppi Friee Bf. 

Gethsemane ; and other Poems. By the Bev. T. G. 
HORTON. This Toluxne contains a large sdeoCion tC 
Hebrew Odes, taken from the Old Testament, newly rendered 
into appropriate English Metre, and aocompanied with eopioiu 
Critical and Explanatory Notes. 



rph 



By tbe same Anthor. 
Tbird Bdmon Clofh. Price Ss.6d. 

e Trae Theory of a Church ; or the Eight Principle 
of Christian Confederation Elicited and Developed. 

Jast PatdJShed. Second Edition. Wltb oonilderable aildlttons, Aa 

MEMOBIAL OF EMMA TATHAM, 

Anthor of the "Dream of Pythagoras and other Poems,** oontafaiingraaiijr 
Original Pieces and Letteca, her Eaxly Lift, an Aoooont of bm last 
Hoots, Ao. j 

Handswnelyboand in Cloth, gut edges. Price Sa6d. 

"ptchings and Pearls. By Mrs. J. C. WESTBROOK, 

£i of Redboume. 

Works by theBer. B. M. MACBBAIB, M.A., Minister of BarbicaaOhapsC 
Jost Published. Fflcp. 8to. Price 2s. €d. 

nnhe Living Church : A Familiar Exposition. 

•^•CoiiTENTS: — 1. Introductory 2. Truth in the Church 

-—3. Love in the Church — 4. Unanimity in the Chvrch— 
5. Diligence in the Church — 6. Zeal in the Church — 7* 
Edification of the Church— 8. The Light of the Churchr— 
9. — Power in the Church — 10. Holiness in the Church. 



DemySya Price 4si6d. 

e Goodness of Divine Providence Proved and 

Illustrated. 

]>emy Sto., Price 6s. 

and Geologists : or. Visions of Philosophers. 

in the Nineteenth Century. 



T 
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Small 8to., Cloth flash. Price la 

Deniel: or, the Angel Wrestling, and Jacob Pia- 
JT vailing. By the Rev. J. DENNISTON, M.A. 
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WOSKS PUBLISHED BY JTTDD AND GLASS. 
Second Edition. 100pp. Stitched, 6d. CUAii, lit. 

rrhe Perpetuity of a Seventh Day Ordinance. By 

1 RICHARD BALL, Esq. 

Second Edition, considerably enlarged, stitched, 6d. Cloth, la. 

The Punishment of Death for the Crime of Murder, 
Rational, Scriptural, and Salutary. By WALTER 
SCOTT, late President of Airedale College, Yorkshire. 

Just Published, In Wrapper, 6d., Cloth flush, la. 

Inspiration, — ^What is it ? Where is it ? How ascer- 
tained. In Three Lectures, by the Rev. A. E. PEARCE, 
Author of " Our Age and Our Country," ** The Voice in 
Rama," &c., &c. 

Cloth flush. Price Is. 6d. 

Anti-Theism : its Moral and Philosophical Blindness 
in a World of Realities. By P. C. H. Dedicated by 
permission to the Right Hon. the Earl of Shaftesbury. 

Fscp. Syo. Cloth. Price Is. 6d. 

Spenser's Knight of the Red Cross. The best Edition 
published of this remarkable evidence of Spenser's genius. 
Edited, with Notes, Preface, and Modem Phaseology, by 
the Rev. W. HORTON. 

94pp. Cloth flush. Price Is. 

rrhe End of the World. A Reply to the Rev. Dr. 

X Cumming's ** Prophetic Chronology." Together with a 
Non-Sectarian Interpretation of the Sixth Vial. By the Rev. 
J. WALKER. Second Edition. Enlarged. 

Just published, hi stiff Wrapper. Price 6d. Cloth Is. 

Sorrow in the Hamlet. A Clergyman's Memorial of 
Four of his Youthful Parishioners, who died in one Yeai^ 
By the Rev. Dr. BRIGHTON, late of Timsbury, Hants. 

Fcap. 4to. Price 10s. 6d. Frontispiece in Colours ; Borders round Paget. 

Flowers of Friendship. Original and Selected Poems 
exclusively on the subject of Christian Friendship, from 
its Springtide to its Consummation. By the Rev. J. FRED. 
THORPE, Theological Associate of King's College, London, 
and Chaplain to the Maidstone Union. 
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WOEKS rUBUSHSD BT JXIDJ) AXJ> GLASS. 
Fcap. Sra Cloth Boards. Price Is. 6d. 

A Brand Plucked from the Burning; or. My Life. 
By THOMAS SMITH, late of Leominster. 

8yo. Cloth. Price 28. 6<1. 

Reminiscences of Manningtree ; with some reference 
to the Past history of the Town and Neigbourhood. With 
aomerous Illustrations. 

In Cloth Oilt, with Eight niostratlonB. Price Ss. 6d. 

Teaog England's Ulostrated Library ; or rictores and Books for Childhood 

and Tooth. 

Augustin and Wenonda : or, Overcome Evil with 
Good. . 

TBACTS AND FAKLPHLETS. 

*«* Packets of not less than 6d. in valae sent jMM^;/V*ee on receipt of 

Stamps. 

rphe Leviathan ; or, the Works of Man and the Ways 

X of God. A Discourse delivered at Kiiigsland Congrega- 
tional Church. By the Rev, THOMAS AVELING. 
24pp. 6d. 

England's Faults and Lidia's Claims. A Discourse 
delivered at Kingsland on the occasion of a Collection for 
the Sufferers m India. By the Rev. THOMAS AVELING. 
16pp. 4d. 

The Yoimg Man's Best Capital. A Lecture. By the 
Rev. W. LEASK, D.D., Ware, Herts. 16pp., 8d. 

Little Fanny. By the Eev. James Lucas, Sidmooth, 
Devon. Illustrated. 36pp., 2d. Fifth Thousand. 

Hymns selected for Use at Open- Air Meetings 
and Special Services for the Working Classes, Prayer 
Meetings, &c. By the Rev. J. METCALFE WHITE, 
B.A., Tishury, Wilts. Id., or direct from the Publishers, 6s. 
per 100 carriage free. 

•«* This little book contains a short selection of Hymns snited for the 
above pnrposes, and it is belived will be found invaluable where an Inex- 
pensive work is required. 

The Sahhath School, and its Aspects to the Church 
and the World. By the Rev. DAVID THOMPSON. 

Square 32mo. 8d. 
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